
        

 

Publication of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Dec 1st, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS - Fox Tom 
N9CBA
Four hunt teams started out with a bearing to the NW.  I was 
hunting with John EXW and Janet. We took 290 to Thorndale east. 
We turned around and went west to Roselle and south to Irving 
Pk. It was then we got confusing readings near Pilot Pete’s - north 
of 390 and south. We finally got out at Irving Pk Rd and 
Rodenburd. Signals were coming from a public storage facility - 
not there. Then we found a dirt road by a church with the signals 
into the woods - not there. After we pleaded our way through 3-4 
inches of water and mud we gave up and went home. 
Here is what Pete sent on his experience. Our bearing were 
reasonable.  Just a few normal building reflections.  But they 
didn't cause us to get too distracted. We were actually near Tom 
earlier than he realized.  We went through that traffic light at 
8:20pm & turned into the residential subdivision to the east (near 
the train station).  We saw Matt at 8:28pm at the intersection of 
Central & Gary.  We turned north to go back towards the fox.  Not 
sure where Matt went, but he didn't follow us.  That surprised 
me, cuz Tom was transmitting & we got a nice bearing north.  I 
don't think we saw anyone else the rest of the evening. Too bad 
you guys couldn't stop by for a burger. 
Tom gave the location of where he was hiding - in his car in a 
parking lot off Gary just north of Central Rd. Fox N9CBA was in 
the car with 4-element M2 Yagi up about 11 ft. 30 watts.
Location. 41.985442, -88.120113
Pete had SW reading, but seeing other hunters go north, realized 
his pointer was in backwards. So they turned around soon . They 
then took 83N to 290W to Elgin-Ohare to Gary south. The fox    

Pete & Johns path to victory.
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spotted them at the light at 8:24. They explore to the south a bit but came back pretty quickly. Don 
had taken 290 to Beisterfield to Wise, etc, and scored rather quickly considering.
The fox noted flashing lights at times, and wondered if it was a red light camera or something. It 
turned out to be lightning, which became  apparent when there was also thunder.
There was light fog around, and rain later in the hunt.
Munch Red Robin in Stratford Square.
1. Pete K9PW, John K9JK 8:33 PM   2. Don W9RA 8:42 PM
 DNF Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob. Mac DNF John WD9EXW, Janet, Mike WA9FTS

2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Dec 8th, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

Pete K9PW and John K9JK got the 4 hunt teams off at 8:02PM. He was south - a surprise. Was he 
far away running lots of power or close with little? Tom went south and John and Janet and Matt’s 
team took 355 south. We then went north on Lemont Rd. After the hunt we found out that Don got 
off at 67th St. Pete liked to hide near parks so Jacob and Mac could play after we found them. After 
checking out several parks in the area we headed to the Downers Park Plaza. Heading was to the 
strip of stores - not there. We went to the back of the stores and the signal pointed to the front of 
the stores. John and Janet went to the east of Lemont Rd amongst the stores. We checked out a 
park to the north and then back behind the stores again. This time we were out on foot. Matt went 
east and I went west. I found Don looking around a dumpster - not there. I headed to an opening 
behind the stores that we past and then discovered it was an “L” with Pete & John in the van. 
Third for us with Don ending the hunt 2 min later. John and Janet won driving up with Tom 1 
minute later. We went to Home Run Inn nearby. Results:
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Pete & John in Pete’s van. It was a 
drive-up. 0.10W to a 5/8 on roof

1. John WD9EXW, Janet - 8:37PM 2. Tom N9CBA - 8:38PM
3.   Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac - 8:48PM      4. Don W9RA - 8:50PM
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Dec 15th, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

We had a break in the weather as it hit 45 today and was in the mid 30s and mild as the hunt 
started. We had 4 teams heading out to the NW. Tom N9CBA provided a strong signal so he must 
not be far away. Don started out SE and then turned around quickly to the NW. Most of the 
hunters chose Irving Pk Rd with Pilot Pete’s in mind. Tom had to be somewhere past Medinah Rd  
and maybe near Roselle Rd. John EXW and Janet parked off Roselle Rd on Arthur. It only went in 
a hundred feet. Patty saw John and Janet’s van as we passed by. John tried another approach and 
went west, north and east on Albion to find Tom at the end of the street for the win. Five minutes 
later Matt’s team drove in for 2nd. Don arrive just before 9PM as the only one to actually drive up 
to Tom. John K9JK and July were close but called it a night. Tom was running 30w to a 3 el yagi 
aimed at the starting point. We went to Pilot Pete’s after the hunt. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet - 8:30PM
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac - 8:35PM
3. Don W9RA - 8:59PM
DNF John K9JK, Judy
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WA6EZV

Tom was in his car at: 41.994862, -88.082265

34 2M Foxhunt - Dec 22nd, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

John WD9EXW was the fox on the last hunt of the year. 
Four hunt teams waited for his test transmission. It was 
weak but hearable to the south. Most hunters took 83 
south and then west. We all overshot by a small amount 
and had to head north to Roosevelt Rd. After circling 
around in a residential area west of Highland and south 
of Roosevelt Rd, we spotted Don and tried the east side 
of Highland. A storage facility and its fences stopped us 
as we headed south to parking lots between Cube Smart 
and a medical facility. Don got there before us to find 
John hiding under wood panel for the win. Patty and the 
kids got there before Matt and I. Shortly Pete scored and 
the Tom to end the hunt. John ran 5w to a 1/4 wave in a 
tree. We went to the Patio nearby. Results:
1. Don W9RA 8:47PM
2. Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac, 
Mike WA9FTS, Matt KC9SEM 848PM
3.   Pete K9PW, K9JK 8:52PM
4. Tom N9CBA 8:57PM
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This is what the hiding spot below 
looks like in the day. John was 
hiding behind where the car is 
shown under a sheet of plywood 
next to concrete blocks and 4x4s.
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New Year’s Eve Party - Dec 31, 2018 by Mike WA9FTS

The hunters gathered, as in past years, at the QTH of Carol and Mike WA9FTS to celebrate the 
foxhunts of 2018 as well as ushering in the new year of 2019. The weather was cooperating with 
everyone getting here safely. There was plenty of food and drink to go around. We had the usual low 
power hunts in the house with Jacob and Mac (future hams) getting in on the fun. John WD9EXW 
and Janet were presented with the overall championship for 13 first place wins. Tom surprised me 
with an award for 14 wins which I shared with John and Janet and Matt and Patty. Overall, we had a 
great time being together again as close friends and we look to continue this in 2019.

No snow - just a little rain. Janet, Joan, Patty & Carol
John, Matt & Tom join the girls

Patty, Matt, Jacob & Mac

Tony AA9CC looks for hidden 
xmitr while Jacob observes.

Jacob & Mac in search of 
the signal

Jacob & Mac in the front room 
with Tony & their parents

Mac finds the xmitr in 
the dinning room
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Happy New Year to ALL!
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To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from Whole 
Foods

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd 
south of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles 
south of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox N9CBA  
Next hunt - Mar 30th

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS / WA9FTS 11/11 / 9 9/9/8

 N9LTE 1 1

 AA9CC 5 1

W9RA 2 4

 WD9EXW, Janet  / WA9FTS 13/5 12/0 

 N9CBA 8 10

 K9PW/K9JK 5/5 5/5

N9JPG/KD9BLP/KD9IZB/KC9ZLS/KD9AHH 0 2

  

  

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we 
have to get out on foot to find the fox. We all use one in 
the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish. 

mailto:bryan@foxhunt.com.au
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