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President’s Message
                What a year! Things started bad and went downhill from there.  It didn’t start affecting us 
until when in March Cathy and I started on a trip to visit my daughter in Maryland. We stopped in 
Dayton OH to visit the Wright Patterson Museum. The day after the museum visit we headed to 
Maryland when I got a call that Maryland was going on a lockdown because of the pandemic and 
maybe we should turn around and go home.  We were only at Columbus so we did a U-Turn and 
headed back to Chicago. We stopped at a rest stop south of Merrillville IN when Pritzker came on the 
radio announcing that he was going to lockdown Illinois. Well the rest of the story is No Ham fests, 
No Camping, No Parties, No hiking in the forest preserves No Monday lunches, No Thursday night 
Dinners etc.… Something has to go right, I hoped.

                

                And it did (go right). I cleaned up the Ham shack sort of. Well… half of it. I cleaned off the 
operating side and started from scratch. My XYL let me go to Milwaukee (she wanted to get out of 
the house!!!) and we got curbside delivery of a Icom 7300.My 40-10 3 element beam is shot , the 
rotator needs TLC and I was not gung-ho on climbing, so I put up a G5RV. (I found it while was 
cleaning the shack) I bought it at Dayton the previous century, boy was it cheap compared to today. I 
put computer 1 in the shack and wired it up to the 7300. I installed N1MM and WSJT-X on the 
computer and I was on JT8. Next I took a Kenwood amp that I inherited from Red N9ANL (SK) and 
plugged it in. AND IT WORKED! Most of the other stuff was broke so I was surprised. I was on 
track now, watch out. I took out an old SDRplay RSP1 I bought from HRO in Dayton years ago. It’s 
Time to bring in another computer into the shack. Antenna? Well there are 5 coax cables running up 
the tower with the broken beam so I grabbed one and connected the shield to the SDR to the RSP1. 
Another load of N1MM and WSJT-X and I can watch other Bands for activity while I am making 
contacts with the 7300. Wow this is fun! I’m having a ball and nightly skeds with friends when one 
night I am having trouble hearing the friend I Wisconsin and the 3 person who lived not far from me 
was having no problem hearing. His secrete, he was listening to a UTAH SDR radio on the internet 
(https://www.sdrutah.org/) Do you know what that means?  Bring another computer into the shack. I 
am on a roll…

                With time on my hands I ventured on another project. I had 3 old PC’s running XP that 
could not be upgraded because the CPU did not have an instruction set that contained SSEs. I was 
going to toss them but I thought ‘What The Heck” how far can I push them. Turned out I could get 
Windows 7 to run with SP1 pack. No further updates can be loaded because it bricks the machine.  So 
it turns out that ECHOlink ( http://www.echolink.org) can run on PCs running XP and up. A new 
challenge for me to overcome has popped up.  Well it was fun building an interface and connecting it 
up between the computer and radio.

https://www.sdrutah.org/
http://www.echolink.org/
https://www.sdrutah.org/
http://www.echolink.org/
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             The radio is an old Icon 27H. The only thing I had to do was open it up and set the 
transmitter to 1 watt that was all I needed to get to the repeater. It is up and running. What about 
the antenna? That is made of a 19’ aluminum rod and 19” copper pipe with some PVC Pipe. 

  The radio is an old Icon 27H. The only thing I had to do was open it up and set the transmitter 
to 1 watt that was all I needed to get to the repeater. It is up and running. What about the 
antenna? That is made of a 19’ aluminum rod and 19” copper pipe with some PVC Pipe. 

 The ham shack has ½ all business for hamming. The workbench on the 

other ½ well that another story.  It seems to have grown quite high with Junk from 

the clean side. Now let’s see where I can put it or make something out of it.

                In the meantime I have been taking old CDs and mating them to PVC pipe to make HT 
Desk Holders. It keeps them from falling over.

                I hope to see all of you on our first Zoom meeting January 13th. 

 SRO Board Meeting Notes for January 5, 2021 (Or: Solar Fables and 

Reaching for Rockets) 

By Jim Hawes AA9DT  

 WE’VE SUSPENDED GENERAL MEETINGS due to the Coronavirus epidemic. 

A DIRTY STORY ABOUT CLEAN TECHNOLOGY 

 SOLAR CELLS are the anointed technology that will deliver us from fossil fuel pollution and global 
warming. At least, that’s the sales pitch. Yet the guy in the checkered pants carefully neglects the 
downsides of solar cell technology. Hold on to your wallet. Here are some facts the unabashed promoters 
don’t want you to know… 

 TOXIC WASTE FROM SOLAR PANELS. According to Stanford Magazine, solar energy has a greater 
carbon footprint than wind or nuclear. Solar cell manufacturing is anything but efficient. Making crystalline 
silicon wastes as much as 80 percent of raw silicon. Chinese factories release solar-panel chemicals into 
the environment. Responsible recycling is just too costly.  

 SILICON TET. As if the waste weren’t bad enough: The manufacturing process comes with built-in 
threats to human health. One biproduct of solar cell manufacturing is silicon tetrachloride. Mix it with water, 
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SRO Zoom Meeting
If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

2020Jan 13th - 7PM
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84728319627?
pwd=cWR3N2s1SU9nbnY0RmJTait1V0J2QT09 

Meeting ID: 847 2831 9627 
Passcode: 741314 

       LEAD AND CADMIUM. By 2016, photovoltaics had spread 11,000 tons of lead and some 800 tons 
of cadmium. We know that lead is toxic. Cadmium can seriously irritate the lungs and impair respiration. 

 SALVAGE. No type of solar panel provides more than a worthless number of salvageable parts. 
(Source: Cara Libby, Senior Technical Leader of Solar Energy at the Electric Power Research Institute 
EPRI). This fact makes recycling difficult and uneconomic. 

 FOLLY OF SUBSIDIES. Solar panel technology receives huge subsidies. These subsidies are cause 
resource misallocation and distort energy market prices. Yet incentives are a magnet for politicians. 

SPACEX NEWS 

 STARSHIP LANDING TESTS. In November, SpaceX performed a test of its "Starship" system. This 
is a rocket that will someday take people to the moon, Mars, and beyond. The test was to try out a new 
idea for landing the company's "Super Heavy" booster. The idea is to use a launch tower arm to "catch" 
the booster on its descent to earth. The arm would then return the booster to the launch stand, ready for 
refueling and relaunch. If the arm could catch the booster, Elon Musk thinks that he could relaunch the 
booster within one hour!

         THE FIRST SUCH TEST occurred last December 9. Flight SN8 ("Serial Number 8") rose 7.8 
miles from its launch pad at Boca Chica, TX. Afterward, the rocket returned to Earth. Unfortunately, 
SN8 crashed and exploded. But a retest is about to take place. As Mike Shy goes to press, SN9 
stands on the launch stand. The company is assembling rockets for two follow-up missions.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84728319627?pwd=cWR3N2s1SU9nbnY0RmJTait1V0J2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84728319627?pwd=cWR3N2s1SU9nbnY0RmJTait1V0J2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84728319627?pwd=cWR3N2s1SU9nbnY0RmJTait1V0J2QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84728319627?pwd=cWR3N2s1SU9nbnY0RmJTait1V0J2QT09
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Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Jan 2nd, 2021 
by Tony AA9CC
I strapped the poles on loaded battery, antenna, 
radio, and coax up in the back pack and hiked a 
mile from home. I hid behind the coach residence 
outside Katherine's house, now abandoned. 
Kathrine was the wife of a tug caption who 
suspiciously disappeared. Local legend says his 
body us inside the basement walls of the old stone 
mansion. It’s now owned by a Hindu sect who 
was going to use it as a retreat, but has since built 
the temple site at Bluff and Lemont roads. I 
looked into buying the property in 2005, but with 
13 acres it was out of my price range. Vandals 
now have destroyed the interior.  
It was hovering around freezing, a light drizzle, 
overcast with 2 inches of wet snow that had fallen 
over the previous days.  I had a little trouble 
setting up the 35 foot mast, it fell over once. I did 
not have a good signal at the start, surprising, 
considering the height. The signal possibly 
couldn't penetrate through the forest of large 
soaking wet oak trees, scattering as evident when 
the hunters, entering from the north, headed to the 
trees in the beam path and not toward the null of 
the broadside antenna. No one saw the bulls eye 
on the for sale sign at Katherine's crossing. John 
was the only one to walk that way in. I thank John 
and Janet for giving me and equipment a ride 
home. I had no munch spot picked.

Results:

1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac

2. Marty N9LTE

3. Pete K9PW

4. John WD9EXW, Janet

DNF Tom N9CBA, John K9JK

Bluff Rd

41.681312, -88.041015
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Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.
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- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday
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