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Presidents Message April 2023
 Today I want to talk about something that happened recently. I have a 
friend with two 500W solid state amplifiers. It was an ICOM, and in my time 
as a ham I have found ICOM products are fairly reliable. One of the 
amplifiers stopped working and the problem was the power supply did not 
have any output. Since the power supply was separate from the RF 
sections we were able to verify that the RF Deck was not the cause of the 
failure. Opening up the failed power supply I found that the Bulk supply to 
the regulator was working normally and putting out 60 volts as it should. 
The failure was the Pass Transistors (2 in Parallel) were open between the 
collector and emitter. The supply has a 30amp fuse and it showed no sign 
of heating or anything that would tell me that the was a short outside the 
power supply. My friend purchased new transistors and I replaced them 
and the Driver Transistor that controls the Pass Transistors. When 
operating correctly the Pass Transistors drop the 60 volts to 40 volts that 
the RF deck requires. Now for a little math The transistors will have 20 
Volts across them and at 500 Watts the current would be about 16.25 amps 
(assuming the amplifier is 70% effective) well within the specs for the pass 
transistors. I connected the amplifier to a 1KW dummy load 
and fired the radio up. Checked the amp at 100 W out on all bands and all 
was well. Crank amp up to 200 W, all is well. Cranked it up to 300 W and 
power supply goes to 0. The original transistors were Toshiba and the 
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SRO General Meeting Notes 
for February 14, 2022 
(Or: A Valentine for Ham Radio!) 
By Jim Hawes AA9DT 

FEBRUARY MEETING. 
We convene again at the Salvation Army 
Citadel in Norridge. President Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF 
opens the meeting at 7:30 p.m. Tonight, the treasurer’s report 
is our sole new business. Details are private, and available 
only to members. Treasurer Mike Brost WA9FTS 
will answer your questions at the next general meeting. 
WA9EVF wrapped up this evening’s meeting in record time: 
One minute! 

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM 
is Mike Leibovitz’ presentation on Baofeng 
radios. Mike’s lecture includes how to program your radio 
with the Chirp program. ( Chirp is free, open-source software. 
You can download it at... 
www.chrip.danplanet.com/chirp/wiki/Home ) 

BRICKS AS SUPERCAPACITORS. 
Hematite is what makes bricks red. Washington University 
researchers combined brick hematite, plus a PEDOT polymer 
coating, to build a supercapacitor. The PEDOT creates 
nanofibers, and the porous brick absorbs them. Next, the brick 
receives a coat of weatherproof epoxy. Perhaps after 
development, such “brickacitors” could store electric charges 
from solar cells. 
Voila: Sundown power! But what happens when the 
brickacitors wear out? Raze the building? 
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SRO Meeting 
Feb 14th

Mike WA9EVF
Cathy KA9ZWZ
 Rich WA9NZW
Tom N9CBA
Danny KD9HIL
Jean KB9FXL
Jim AA9DT
Mike WA9FTS

replacements were also Toshiba. Maybe we got a bad one or both? 
My friend ordered 10 more transistors, and all the solid-state devices on the 
regulator board. I had checked the devices with power off and I was sure they 
were good, and also the voltage at the pass transistors base and emitters 
were proper. I put in 2 new pass transistors and cranked up the amp. 10 
minutes later they blew again. I then took the power supply apart and 
removed the regulator board and replaced the solid state components, and 
checked all resistors with an ohm meter. I replaced the Pass transistors and 
driver and put the supply together. They blew again. To say I was agitated is 
being kind. I had one other thing to try. I put in 2 more pass transistors, pulled 
the fuse and replaced it with a amp meter. I slowly brought up the power and 
blew the Transistors at about 9 amps (the power supply was designed to work 
at 25 amps). At that point I gave up! 
My friend had another friend that lived about 6 hours away who was an retired 
engineer who was doing repairs and he took the amp to him. He explained 
what was happening. His friend then took out the failed transistors and 
actually removed the cover over the transistor (these were T03s) and showed 
what was the problem. With the cover off you could see the connection from 
the emitter to the substrate was too thin to carry the 
current. It turned out my friend was buying fake Toshiba transistors from 
amazon. After buying new transistors from a reliable distributer (which cost a 
whole lot more) , the amp was now back in business. 
The moral of the story is Buyer Beware! There is a lot of fake stuff on the web. 
Mike Leibovitz

President’s Message continues from Page 1
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Foxhunt Report

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - 
Mar 4th, 2023 by Mike WA9FTS - 
Fox - Marty N9LTE, Bill & John
Eight hunters arrived to find 
Marty. It was a weak signal and 6 
of thee 8 hunters got a direction to 
the west. The signal did not get 
stronger as we headed down 
Roosevelt Rd. Was Marty west of 
the Fox River? Yes he was as the 
hunters arrived a mix of condos 
and businesses. Matt and his group 
spotted Marty’s car with a yagi on 
the roof and a sign telling him to 
go into Rose’s place for the win. 
There were about 4 hunters 
running around and spotted the 
car and scored within minutes of 
one another. We then found out it 
was Marty’s birthday (59) and he 
was going to buy everyone’s food. 
Bill’s birthday was 4 days earlier. 
They had a cake for everyone. 
Marty controlled the radio in his 
car with a Yaesu VX-7R. The Icom 
2350 running 50w was in the car. 
Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, 

Jacob KD9VLF, Mac KD9VVU - 
8:52

2. Tim KC9YFI, Michelle KD9DJT, 
Landon, Autumn - 9:00

3. John WD9EXW, Janet, Mike 
WA9FTS - 9:01

4. Tony AA9CC - 9:02
5. Tom N9CBA - 9:03
6. Pete K9PW - 9:14
7. Mike N0MO, Wyatt - 9:22
DNF Don W9RA
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41.815448,-88.349578

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Apr 1st, 2023 by Mike WA9FTS - Fox - Matt 
KC9SEM
Since Mac was sick, Matt was the only to go out as the fox. I 
joined him as we headed to Naperville. We found a parking area 
around several large buildings but in the open. The weather was 
in the upper 30s and somewhat windy but much better than the 
night before. Five hunters were released at 8:04. Matt thought the 
first hunter should arrive about 8:40. That was close as Tony 
drove up for the win at 8:36. Matt asked Tony where we should 
meet and Tony picked Buona Beef which was very close. Five 
minutes later John and Janet drove up for 2nd. Another 6 min 
later Pete walked in from another direction for 3rd. Don said he 
was not close by and gave up going to the munch. Tom showed 
up in about the same location Pete was and walked in the end 
the hunt. We all met at Buono Beef. Results:
1. Tony AA9CC - 8:36
2. John WD9EXW, Jnet - 8:41
3. Pete K9PW - 8:47
4. Tom N9CBA - 9:10
DNF Don W9RA - 8:53



 

  

If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

2023
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5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
 Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday
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