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President’s Message
Welcome to another month of safe-distancing. It is interrupting all of our lives, but one 
thing that it has not interrupted is our ability to connect to our Ham buddies on the air. 
Unfortunately we will not have our by-monthly meeting this month. Is anyone interested in 
having over ZOOM? We can try it, we can connect for 45 minutes at a time for free after 
that it will stop working but you can start another meeting again. 
  
 I have been saying for decades I was going to clean up my ham shack. Well I 
finally started. I started categorizing my cherished stuff (C _  _P  in everyone else’s eyes) 
and put together some shelfing to hold it outside of the shack. I got about half the stuff out, 
whew. I the put the rest on the workbench in the other half of the room (now twice as tall) I 
cleaned the empty part of the floor, desk and some of the shelves. I put the Drake B line in 
containers for repairing once I get the repair bench cleared (maybe by next year?)  

 Many years ago I had an Elm tree about 30 feet from my 53’ crank up tower. I have 
a Mosely TA33 SR. with a 40 meter dipole kit. With tower up the beam was well above the 
tree, if I pointed the beam east or west it would clear the tree when bringing the tower 
down. Well the tree kept growing out and up. In one of our famous Chicago wind storms (a 
natural weather phenomenon, not caused by our legislators) the antenna windmilled and 
bent up the end of the driven element. I still haven’t gotten around to it; I plan to this 
summer sometime. 

  In my cleaning I found I had a G5RV antenna I purchased some time ago (it had a 
price of $29.95, so it was a while ago) and hung it up from my 30’ fixed tower. I talked my 
XYL into letting me get a new radio (I had not bought any radios in about 10 years).  I 
opted for an ICOM 7300 from HRO in Milwaukee, they had curb side delivery.  

 My new station contains, 2 HP Elite 8400 computers, 1 I named HAM and it is 
connected to the IC-7300, the other to a SDR1 receiver. Ham runs N1MM+ logging 
program and WSPR FT8 software along with QRZ.com to lookup call sign locations. SDR 
runs as a spectrum analyzer and second receiver. FT8 has been a blast, working about 50 
countries in a few weeks. I also connected an old Kenwood TL-922A, a Drake MN2000 
Tuner, and a Kenwood FT-736R for 6 and 2 meters and 70 Cm. It will have 220 if I can get 
that module fixed. 
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I have some stuff to give away if anyone is interested: Please take it! QST magazines 
dating back to 1987,  
Both North American and International Call Books from 1987, GE Mobile VHF radio 
with tubes, crystals but no cables or accessories.  
Computer stuff: 
 2- SCSI disk drives in cabinets,  
2- SCSI DLT tape drives in cabinets.  
HP Scan Jet 4c with interface card,  
32 bit PC, I think it is Intel based originally had a XP OS. 
This is free to anyone who wants it, if you don’t, ask your friends.  

That is all I have for now  
73 Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF   wa9evf@comcast.net  773-465-0981 
Remember CFAR is on 147.150 use it to stay in touch with each other. That’s why we 
became Hams! 

mailto:wa9evf@comcast.net
mailto:wa9evf@comcast.net
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SRO Regular Meeting
Salvation Army 

Aug11, 2020 

Meeting Cancelled

If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.
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SRO Notes for June 9, 2020 (Or: Quick! Splash Down Before the Gapers Get You!) 

By Jim Hawes AA9DT  

 NO JUNE 9 MEETING. During the epidemic, the club has suspended SRO general meetings. 

 THE BOARD MEETS VIRTUALLY on Wednesday, July 29 at 7:30 p.m. Mike Brost WA9FTS, Jim 
Hawes AA9DT, Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF, and Jean Pressel KB9FXL convene over Zoom. Recently 
Treasurer Mike Brost WA9FTS paid our annual insurance bill.  

 SHOULD WE BUY ZOOM? We discuss buying Zoom for the club. Zoom is software that enables us to 
hold virtual meetings that you can join over your phone or computer. The prospective Zoom purchase 
depends partly on how many club members would want to meet virtually. (Board meetings operate fine on 
the free version of the app.) Elsewhere in this edition of Mike Shy, President Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF will 
ask about your interest in virtual meetings. Please respond, so that we can make the appropriate decision 
at our September 30 board meeting. Our July board meeting adjourns at 8:39 p.m. 

 SPACEX: HISTORIC MANNED MISSION. Many times, an automated SpaceX Dragon spacecraft has 
carried freight to the International Space Station (ISS). But this time, a first: The payload was live 
astronauts. For several years, U.S. astronauts have had to hitch a ride on a Russian Soyuz spacecraft. Yet 
on Saturday, May 30, SpaceX sent its first crewed mission to the ISS. A SpaceX Crew Dragon ship with the 
name Endeavour lifted off from historic Pad 39 at Cape Canaveral. This was the same pad that launched 
the Apollo moon flights. 

 SRO MEMBERS Bob Behnken and Doug Hurley flew their Crew Dragon spacecraft to the ISS. The 
name of the mission was the somewhat nondescript “Demo 2.” As any nine-year-old will tell you though, big 
things sometimes arrive in plain brown packages. (Jaunty magazines for example. Say no more.) And this 
mission certainly exceeded the ordinary. In fact, it was the first private, manned mission to arrive at the ISS. 
An epoch maker, to be sure. Demo 2 was also the first crewed spacecraft from the U.S. since NASA retired 
the Space Shuttle. Time flies, too: “Golly, Mr. Peabody, that was way back in July, 2011.”  

 NASA AND SPACEX scheduled the new mission to take place at 3:22 p.m. EDT, Saturday, May 30. The 
rocket lifted off from Launch Complex 39A in Florida. After the launch, the Falcon 9 booster returned to 
Earth and landed upright on a drone ship. The name of the drone is, rather appropriately, Of Course I Still 
Love You. (Astronauts Behnken and Hurley had both flown on the NASA space shuttle.) 

 DOCKING. In space, the capsule Endeavour accelerated to 17,000 miles per hour. The capsule then 
set out to intercept the space station. Docking with the ISS took place some 24 hours later. Until the 
docking, the astronauts checked the capsule’s systems. The Dragon’s docking was an automated process. 
Yet if necessary, the astronauts could override this process.
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 THE TWO ASTRONAUTS remained on the space station for 64 days, throughout June and July. 
On Sunday, August 2, at 8:45 EDT, Hurley and Behnken flew Endeavour back to Earth. They landed in 
the Gulf of Mexico, 39 miles southeast of Pensacola. A SpaceX recovery ship picked them up. 

 THROUGHOUT 59 YEARS of crewed American spaceflight, this was the first splashdown in the 
Gulf of Mexico. This was also the first splashdown since the Apollo program 45 years ago (1975). 
During the landing, several spectator boats stormed the landing area. Since Endeavour was still full of 
fuel, it posed a fire hazard. NASA and Spacex resolve to increase security in the future. 

 EVEN MORE SPACE LAUNCHES. No rest for the wicked! On Thursday, July 30, the United 
Launch Alliance dispatched a rocket to Mars. Besides the robotic lander, this mission includes the first 
flying drone. At Cape Canaveral on Wednesday, August 5, Spacex launched a prototype of its own 
Mars rocket. The rocket rose skyward for 45 seconds, ascending to 500 feet. Then it returned to land 
on Earth. The rocket is 100 feet long and rather portly. It bears an odd resemblance to a water heater! 
Said Elon Musk, CEO of Spacex: “We’re going to send people to Mars and make life multi-planetary.”
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - June 6th, 2020
 - by Mike WA9FTS - 
Fox Matt KC9SEM and family
It was a perfect evening for a hunt. It was almost cloudless 
and in the upper 60s. We had 6 hunt teams and Matt got 
the hunters off with a strong signal to the  WSW. I took 
North Av with other hunters - Tom, John and David. I 
knew I had a problem with a replacement 3 el beam. I 
could only hunt on audio quality and no signal strength. 
Other hunters were tested as Matt found a spot in Batavia 
east of 31 but west of the Fox River. Tom was first in for 
the win with John and Janet capturing 2nd. Don tried both 
sides of the Fox River and found Matt for 3rd. Pete was 
the last one to score with David and me giving up. We 
stopped at a local Portillo’s for food but set up our rest 
area at the Denny’s next door. Tom helped me find out the 
antenna problem with his antenna analyzer. My 3 el was 
totally deaf - a SWR of about 11:1. Matt was running about 
200w. Back to the 4 el. Results:
1. Tom N9CBA
2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Don W9RA
4. Pete K9PW
DNF David AC9VE, 
Mike WA9FTS
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - July 4th, 2020
 - by Mike WA9FTS - Fox Tom N9CBA
Another beautiful but warm day for a hunt. We had 6 hunt 
teams to start out with Tom giving us a signal to the SW. A 
number of hunters took 83 south and picked roads to the SW.  I 
did not and got lost for a while. A number of hunters chose 
several of the interstates and got caught up in traffic getting 
off. It was a close race between Tony and Matt with Tony 
finishing  2 min ahead of Matt. Tom hid near Clow Airport off 
Weber Rd in Bolingbrook. I finally got in the area and saw 
Tom’s car and then Tony and Matt’s vehicle. It was surprised to 
find out I was 3rd.  We set up chairs nearby as there were 
several restaurants nearby. Lou Malnati’s was the favorite. Don 
drove in a was 4th. John, Janet and David gave up. Results:
1. Tony AA9CC - 8:44PM
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac - 8:46PM
3. Mike WA9FTS - 9:00PM
4. Don W9RA
DNF John WD9XW, Janet and David AC9VW

Tom parked in the loading dock
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Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Aug 1st, 2020 
by Mike WA9FTS - Fox Tony AA9CC
There were 7 hunt teams off and driving to the SE. 
Most of the hunters took Rt 83 south. Others took 
North Av east to 290 and south. The hunters 
eventually got to Willow Springs Rd north of Archer 
Av. Here was the DesPlaines River and the Chicago 
Sanitary Canal. Several of the hunters, me included, 
traveled to the south end of the overpass and then 
back. There were so many places for Tony to hide. 
Eventually the hunters, one at a time, took the path 
under the overpass north of the DesPlaines River to 
find Tony in the woods near the water. Dave got 
there for his 1st win with Marty arriving for 2nd. 
Later Matt’s team arrived for 3rd. I was finally 
heading in the right direction as hunters past me. I 
was 4th with John getting there for 5th. Don gave up 
with Tom trying his best only to give up also. Tony 
was running 25w to a 3 el tape beam. We finally 
decided on the Patio a few miles away on Rt 83. 
Results:
1. David AC9VW 2. Marty N9LTE 3. Matt 
KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac 4. Mike 
WA9FTS 5. John WD9EXW, Janet
DNF Don W9RA Tom N9CBA
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Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
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 SRO Meeting
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Stay Well
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