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President’s Message

               Now is the time for another message from your president.  I was offering some things to 
anyone who wanted some stuff and heard nothing, oh well… 

 

                The board has a discussion about having an online Zoom meeting and wondered if anyone 
would attend. It is too soon for the October meet to arrange one, but we need your input for a 
December meeting. Please call or email me with your feelings, ideas, Positive or Negative on holding 
a Zoom Meeting. You would not need a camera on your computer to attend, but will need a 
microphone to participate in discussions. You don’t even need a computer; it can be done with a smart 
phone, or tablet.

                As I published in the last Mike Shy I have gotten into FT8. It has been both a challenge and 
a lot of fun. One of the things I did recently was to resurrect my second SDR receiver  a SDRplay 
RSP1 from  HRO about 5 years ago (my first one I made out of a TV USB stick). I mated it with 
WJST software to use as a FT8 receiver. This gives me a second digital receiver to watch activity on 
channels which I am not actively operating and how well the band is open. I also use it to monitor my 
transmissions. Nice thing is it doesn’t require anything else; all the work is done by the SDR and 
computer, no interfaces need to be connected. I have worked through the settings so if anybody is 
interested I can do a presentation. Not interested in this subject? No problem, tell us what type of 
presentation you are interested in and we will try to find it for you. Do you have a presentation you 
want to give? We will welcome you put it on here. Here is the hard part, YOU HAVE TO LET US 
KNOW! What topics are you interested in? 

                CFAR is still on the air! Activity seems to be light. It is there for you to use. The only thing 
scheduled is a Fox hunt one Saturday a month. See the Fox Hunt report at the end of this Mike Shy.

                Is there a article you would like to put in Mike Shy? Send it to Mike Brost WA9FTS

 

Signing off for now

WA9EVF Mike Leibovitz

Wa9evf@comcast.net

mailto:Wa9evf@comcast.net
mailto:Wa9evf@comcast.net
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SRO Board Meeting Notes for September 30, 2020 
(Or Cars, Cures, Kits, & Cucurbita) 
By Jim Hawes AA9DT 
WE’VE SUSPENDED GENERAL MEETINGS due to the Coronavirus 
epidemic. 
WELCOME to SRO, Tom Costello KD9CPB. And thanks, Tom, for having confidence 
in the club, despite our virus-related shutdown. 
THE BOARD MEETS VIRTUALLY on Wednesday, September 30, at 7:30 p.m. Mike 
Brost WA9FTS, Jim Hawes AA9DT, Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF, and Jean Pressel 
KB9FXL convene over Zoom. We again discuss adopting Zoom for our general 
meetings. President Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF thinks that the free 
version would be insufficient for use at general meetings. The free version only allows 
for three users, and restricts meetings to 40 minutes. Due to these shortcomings, 
SRO would have to upgrade to the professional version of Zoom. (Mike Leibovitz now 
owns a copy of the professional version.) 
MERCEDES BENZ has been a leader in automotive innovation since its beginning in 
1926. The tradition continues. Today’s Mercedes cars include some astonishing 
technology. This new tech makes the cars safer, more useful, and easier than ever to 
drive. Consider these helpful features... 
+PRE-SAFE TECHNOLOGY warns the driver when it detects an impending accident. 
Seatbelts tighten. The sunroof and windows close. And the front head restraints 
adjust themselves. 
+PRE-SAFE BRAKE AND DISTRONIC PLUS TECH is an anti-collision feature. It 
applies 40 percent braking. The system audibly alerts the driver, and executes Pre-
Safe procedures. If the driver doesn’t respond, the car applies the brakes 100 
percent. 
+ACTIVE LANE-KEEPING ASSISTANCE and Active Blind Spot Monitoring senses 
when you’re drifting out of your lane. The system alerts you by vibrating the steering 
wheel. Then, the system may apply brakes on one side of the car. Subtle braking 
gradually returns the vehicle to its lane. 
+ ADAPTIVE HIGH-BEAM. The LED headlamps include 72 LEDs. The car’s 
computer dynamically reconfigures these to change the headline pattern. The 
adjustments eliminate glare that might distract oncoming drivers. These adjustments 
compensate for car speed and driver habits. 
+NIGHT VIEW ASSIST PLUS is a thermal camera, plus infrared beams. The camera 
can pick up the heat signatures of people and animals on the road ahead. Low-
resolution Images from the system appear beside the speedometer. 
CLASSIC MERCEDES VIDEO. The video at the link below concerns the first 
Mercedes car, circa 1895: An 0.8-horse, one-cylinder wonder! (See: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=DL_mJeb6O04)
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MSC is a promising, potential treatment for Coronavirus. The initials “MSC” stand 
for Mesenchymal Stem Cells. Several laboratories are testing MSC on 
Coronavirus patients. The cells seem to offer many advantages: (1) MSC therapy 
can reduce inflammation, a leading cause of death in the U.S. (2) The stem cells 
can repair lung damage. (3) The cells can calm a cytokine storm. Coronavirus 
could invoke such a storm. The storm is an overreaction of the immune system: 
Too many cytokine proteins circulate in the blood. Then the immune system may 
attack healthy tissues, including the lungs. A patients might develop ARDS, where 
the lung alveoli fill with fluid. The flooded alveoli become ineffective at absorbing 
oxygen. 
HEALTHKIT IS BACK! You can study the products online. There are new kits, plus 
upgrades for the classics. For example, you can now adapt your AJ-1510 or 
AJ-1510A FM stereo tuner to use LED displays. For hams, there are several 
upgrades for your weather station kit. Heath offers a no-solder, 
“Heathkit Junior” TRF radio kit. Need a replacement part for your vintage kit? 
Order the part, using its original Heathkit part number. Contact: +1 (831) 480-4368 
or info.2015@2015.heath.company 
THE GREAT PUMPKIN. Since it’s October: The world’s largest pumpkin could 
have carried Cinderella to the ball. This pumpkin weighed 2.624 pounds. A 
Belgian horticulturalist grew it. In the U.S., the foremost pumpkin-growing state is 
Illinois. (Chicago Tribune, Saturday, October 4, Section 1, p. 4.) 
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SRO Regular Meeting
Salvation Army 

Oct 13, 2020 

Meeting Cancelled

If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

2020

Mike Shy
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Foxhunt Report

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Sep 5th, 2020 
by Mike WA9FTS - Fox David AC9VW
David wanted his first hide to be a challenging one. He 
was successful. He placed his 3 el yagi horizontal and 
facing SW away from the starting point. The hunters 
(9) headed off with a very poor signal strength. I 
followed Matt as I did not have any signal till later. 
The hunters finally gathered around St Charles on the 
east side of the Fox River and Stone Rd in an industrial 
area. Pete found David for the win with Charlie 
capturing 2nd 5 minutes later. Third thru seven were 7 
minutes later. I did not do so well 44 minutes after 
Marty to end the hunt. Don gave up as we headed for 
Giordono’s. Results:
1. Pete K9PW - 8:52PM
2. Charlie KB9DIM - 8:57PM
3. John WD9EXW, Janet - 8:58PM
4. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac - 8:59PM
5. John K9JK - 9:00PM
6. Tom N9CBA - 9:02PM
7. Marty N9PLS - 9:03PM
8. Mike WA9FTS - 9:47PM
DNF Don W9RA
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Oct 3rd, 2020  
by the fox Pete K9PW 

With light rain and temperatures in the upper 40's, the weather was not ideal for the hunt.  Water has been 
known to mess up the performance of some yagi designs.  This might have contributed to the difficulties some 
hunters experienced.   

The hiding location was a picnic table under the pavilion at Belle Park in Schaumburg.  The transmitter was 
set to 10 Watts to a 5/8th vertical mag-mount on top of the pavilion's metal roof.  With 100% of hunters 
hearing the fox, eight vehicles were released at 8:06AM.  After the third transmission, the fox actually saw a 
real fox walking through the park!  Was this a good omen?   

The hunt progressed at a fairly typical pace.  The fox was located less than 80' from the road, however at least 
half of the hunters got out of their cars at Meadows Park (which closed at dusk) to walk 1000' in the rain to 
find the fox.  Tony snuck up on the fox to be first.  John & Janet drove by 5 minutes later for second place.  
After another five minutes, Marty spotted the fox's empty car parked 100 yards away.  After a few minutes, he 
located the fox & claimed 3rd place without stepping out of his truck!  The remaining hunters trickled in not 
much later. 

The rain did not prevent some from using the playgrounds.  Many of the hunters went to the nearby Portillo's 
drive-thru & returned to the pavilion hiding spot to eat & chat while staying dry.  The groups left for their 
homes just before 11pm (the park's official closing time).  

1.  Tony AA9CC   8:41  
2.   John WD9EXW, Janet  8:46  
3.  Marty N9LTE, Bill  8:53  
4.  Mike WA9FTS  8:57  
5.  Don W9RA    8:57  
6.  Matt KC9SEM, Patty, N9PLS, 
Jacob, Mac  9:03  
7.  Tom N9CBA   9:08  
AC9VW   DNF 

Fox location:  
N42.02239  W88.15351   

Pete was hiding at Belle Pk under cover 
with picnic tables. The residential 
streets made it difficult to get near him. 
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SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
 Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters 
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out 
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday

 SRO Meeting
Cancelled for Oct

Stay Well
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