
 

Mike Shy

Volume 80 Number 6   December 2020

 

President’s Message
                The year is coming to a closing and we haven’t had a meeting. Not because we did not want 
one, but we wanted all members to stay healthy. The virus sure has put a crimp in Cathy’s and my 
life. I have spent a lot of time organizing my wood shop and ½ my shack. I sorted a lot of radio parts 
and organized them on shelves. I have done a lot of computer upgrades of operating systems and 
applications. It fills my days and keeps boredom out. I put the lawn mower away last week and pulled 
out the snow blower to prepare for the snows that are coming. I got it running and did oil change. 
Went over the drive system and did an inspection. I found the Skis on the side were worn out so I 
welded up a new pair and now am ready for snow. Because I am prepared I feel confident it won’t 
snow this month. Why? Because when I don’t check out the blower the temperature drops and the 
snow comes in baskets!  You are welcome, but I am not making any warranties. 

In earlier Mike Shy’s I have talked about how I have gotten back on the low bands with FT8 and 
SSB.  I have also started using Echolink. For those that have not heard of it Echolink allows you to 
connect to repeaters that have Echostations connected to them. At the last board meeting (over Zoom) 
we discussed that maybe we might want to have our repeater join the Echolink group. I am now 
trying to resurrect an old computer (I have several) for the access point.  Once I get the computer 
running then I will work on interfacing it to a radio. It has been a real hassle as the computer is 32 Bit 
and ran XP when it was new. I am trying to bring it up to windows 7, (the CPU will not run anything 
higher due to the instruction set not supporting instructions on newer CPU’s). Problem is after 
loading Service Pack 1 the machine wants to download 136 more updates. Well the updates install 
fine but at the next boot the machine boots and hangs, just a blank screen (Not even blue) no error 
message. This has happened on 2 different systems. I may have to try loading XP (the OS originally 
on the machine. You might want to go online and look at http://www.echolink.org/register_data.jsp 
and see what it is all about!

Because of the virus, we did not spend any money on the meeting room so the 2021 Dues have been 
reduced to $15.   

Wishing all of you a Merry Holiday and a happy New Year!!!

 

Mike  wa9evf@comcast.net

http://www.echolink.org/register_data.jsp
mailto:wa9evf@comcast.net
http://www.echolink.org/register_data.jsp
mailto:wa9evf@comcast.net
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SRO Board Meeting Notes for November 30, 2020 (Or: Apps Make Ham Radio  

a Snap)    By Jim Hawes AA9DT  

 WE’VE SUSPENDED GENERAL MEETINGS due to the Coronavirus epidemic. 

 THE BOARD MEETS for a Zoom conference on Wednesday, November 30, at 7:30 

p.m. The meeting runs until 8:200. Jean Pressel KB9FXL, Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF, Jim 

Hawes AA9DT, and Mike Brost WA9FTS are on the video call. We again discuss 

adopting Zoom for our general meetings. Mike Brost mentions that CFMC is now holding 

its general meetings over Zoom. 25 people participate.  

 BANK RACE. The bank-sponsored footrace will again use our CFAR repeater in fall, 

2021.  

 RENEWAL TIME. Pulling on his treasurer’s hat, Mike Brost announces that he’ll send 

membership renewal notices this December. According to President Mike Leibovitz, 

there might be a reduction in our membership fee due to the Coronavirus. (For the time 

being, the virus has curtailed club activities.)  

 ECHOLINK. Mike Leibovitz introduces us to EchoLink. EchoLink is a ham radio 

communications app for Microsoft Windows and your VHF or UHF rig. (The software 

requires Windows 7 or higher.) You cable your rig to your PC. Or, you can operate 

without a rig, using your PC’s microphone and speakers. The software allows you to 

connect to over 2,000 EchoLink compatible repeaters. Although this is ham radio 

software, EchoLink connects stations by voice over the Internet. 

 USING ECHOLINK. Mike and Wisconsin ham Wally Dieter N9CLE hold periodic 

QSOs. Wally operates over his radio and EchoLink. From the FCC’s perspective, using 

EchoLink requires no ham radio license. Yet use requires a formal application to the 

EchoLink administrator. An applicant must send a copy of his or her license to the 

administrator. Your license validates your identity, reducing the likelihood that pirates will 

impersonate you and abuse your callsign. EchoLink maintains a user site at 

www.echolink.org. Continued on Page 3

http://www.echolink.org
http://www.echolink.org
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FOR MORE INFORMATION about the system, read the online summary “Introducing 

EchoLink.” The official instruction book is “Nifty E-Z Guide to EchoLink Operation,” by 

Bernie Lafreniere N6FN (2011). This book and related titles are available at Amazon and 

other booksellers. To use EchoLink, follow these steps: (1) Download the app. It’s 

available at: www.echolink.org (2) Install EchoLink. (3) Send the EchoLink administrator 

a copy of your ham license. In response, he’ll send you a license to use EchoLink.  

 USE IT WITH SMART PHONES. EchoLink also works on Android phones and Apple 

iPhones. Apple’s App Store carries EchoLink for free. This version of the app will also 

run on an iPad with System 8 or higher. With EchoLink, you can operate on the high 

bands, but not the low bands. SSTV ON YOUR SMART PHONE. At last, you can 

receive, and even send slow-scan TV pictures without a computer! All you need is an HF 

radio, the app “CQSSTV,” and your iPhone or iPad. (If I had a better antenna, my 

general coverage shortwave radio might even serve as the radio.) The Apple Store 

markets the CQSSTV software for $2.99. (Not bad, considering what SSTV used to 

cost!)  

 USING CQSSTV. Easy-peasy. Set your mobile device beside your radio speaker. 

(Purists may cable the two together.) Tune in an SSTV frequency (14.230, etc.). Then 

watch pictures display on your phone or iPad. As they say, “QED.” For a general demo, 

see… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LkeozjuHVQI 

 LOW BANDS. Since most SSTV stations operate on the low bands, you can get 

pictures from all over the world. The software decodes the most popular analog SSTV 

modes. (Examples: Scottie 1 and 2, and Martin 1 and 2. Some modes are receive-only.) 

One exception to the low-band rule: CQSSTV allows you to receive pictures from the 

International Space Station. When the ISS passes overhead, pictures are available on 

145.8 MHz. The ISS uses a special SSTV mode, PD180. The space pictures aren’t 

available on the Web, because the ISS isn’t on the Web. Here’s an ISS slow-scan TV 

demo…  

https://www.esa.int/ESA_Multimedia/Videos/2020/07/

iOS_tutorial_How_to_receive_SSTV_pictures_from_the_International_Space_Station

http://www.echolink.org
http://www.echolink.org
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SRO Regular Meeting

Salvation Army 
Dec 8, 2020 

Meeting Cancelled

If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.
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Ed Dervishian W9VSU Television Pioneer
Ed was an SRO member for quite a few years. Few people knew him as one 
of the most important people in electronics and in the early beginnings of 
electro-mechanical TV. Ed was the personal assistant of Lee DeForest and 
worked at theAmerican Television Institute. He worked at Motorola. After 
he retired he was un-retired and helped consult in building the Motorola 
Museum. When the Golden Gate Bridge opened on May 28, 1937, he drove 
across it in a 1930 Chrysler sedan. He was invited by the SF Mayor to drive 
across the bridge on its 50th anniversary in 1987. Three generations of his 
family joined him in the same car. “Same car, same driver, same bridge”
Many of us were very fortunate to have met Ed and called him a friend. 
Many of us still miss him to this day. See Ed’s story on page 8 and 9.
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Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - 
Nov 7th, 2020 by Mike WA9FTS
Tony AA9CC contacted me early in the week to have 
me hid for him as he was going to be out of town. I 
agreed and proceeded to find a hiding spot. Since the 
weather was going to stay great through the 
weekend, I found a place in Southland Park in 
Lombard. The park was located off Roosevelt Rd and 
was of Main St. I parked in the park’s lot and hid at 
the baseball cage on the pst base side. We had 8 hunt 
teams and the hunt started at 8:05PM. First to arrive 
was John who got out of his van on Steward west of 
me. He ran up and over the hill to my Jeep. I was not 
there. He then turned and ran up to me for the win. 
Four minutes later Matt’s team drove in and went to 
the Jeep and then to me for 2nd. Since I forgot my 
camera at home, Matt took a pix of me in my hiding 
spot. Thanks, Matt. A shoe time later Marty and Bill 
and Tom drove in to inspect the Jeep. Bill came up to 
me for 3rd and Tom arriving seconds later. Ten 
minutes later Pete and David drove in the go directly 
to the Jeep. David ran along the water’s edge and 
then up the hill that John was at earlier. Pete came 
over to me for 5th and David came soon the hill to 
find me for 6th. John JK and Don gave up around 20 
minutes later to end the hunt. We met at Culver’s a 
few blocks away for food. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet - 8:18PM
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac - 8:22PM
3. Bill, Marty N9LTE - 8:31PM
4. Tom N9CBA - 8:31PM
5. Pete K9PW - 8:43PM
6. David AC9VW - 8:44PM
DNF John  K9JK Don W9RA - 9:03PM
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Dec 5th, 2020 
by John WD9EXW

Picked a direction, drove up and found 2 or 3 
decent spots.  Finally settling on this one, and dug 
in just off the bike trail. 

Valley Lake Drive, just east of Roselle rd. 

42.055477133700684, -88.08566834949474 

I am not sure of anyone's route.

#1 Tony  AA9CC 8:33 
#2 Pete K9PW 8:40 
#3 Dave AC9VW  8:43 
#4 Tom N9CBA 8:46 
#5 Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac8:55 
#6 Mike WA9FTS 9:00 
#7 Marty N9LTE 9:05 

Munched at Portillo on Golf Rd 
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Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor
5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
 Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters 
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out 
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday

 SRO Meeting
Cancelled for Dec

Stay Well

http://www.w9sro.org/
mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net
http://www.w9sro.org/
mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net

