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President’s Message
Not much to report this month. If you have been listening to the repeater Sunday you will have heard The 
Bank of America Chicago Marathon Medical committee using it to dispatch help where needed. And boy 
were they needed. The weather was not ideal for a Marathon run. In order to give them the best quality audio 
for their use we turned off out ancillary receive sites. This kept the voter from locking in on a noisy receive 
site thinking that it’s signal was better than the full quieting signal received from a nearer site. I think that 
was the correct thing to do as all signals were very clear when I was listening. We also turned off Echo Link 
so it would not interfere also.

Echo Link is back online now.       That is all I have for now

Mike Leibovitz   WA9EVF

From the Prez... 
I wrote my message last month, so here are some updates; 
Mike WA9FTS has procured a room for us at the Salvation Army in Norridge Nov 9th 
(Tues) - 7:30PM. We will have a program selected by the folks attending between a video 
about Lithium Batteries, types, how they work, and required circuitry. OR 
"Red Green Show" These guys are sort of like Canadian hillbillies, and the show is a little 
like the old Tim Allen Show. We can go technical or comical, it’s your choice 
On the sad side: One of our good friends Wally Dieter, N9CLE passed away peacefully on 
Friday, October 29, 2021. More information can be found at: 
https://kruegerfamilyfuneral.com/tribute/details/1498/Walter-Dieter/obituary.html#tribute-
start.  He will be missed by us all... 

 SRO Meeting
Salvation Army - Nov 9th  Foster & Cumberland

 at 7:30PM
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SRO Board Meeting Notes for September 1, 2021 (Or: “It’s a bird! It’s a plane!” But it’s not Superman.) 

By Jim Hawes AA9DT  

 DUE TO THE EPIDEMIC, SRO now meets virtually over Zoom. 

 TOM BERRY, SK. Tom Berry W5LTR presided over SRO for several years. His auctions were a hoot, a show not to 
miss! For example: Remember his “Buddy Epson” printer sale? One year, Tom even brought a portrait of SRO member 
Buddy as Jedd Clampett. (“Wee, doggies.” See: https://is.gd/C6Qt7F) Tom’s fellow auctioneer Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF, 
would insist on a test of electrical equipment. Being an honest huckster, Tom would comply with Mike’s request. And 
sometimes, powering up a venerable boat anchor would result in smoke. Yet Tom was unflappable. Never missing a beat, 
he’d offer an instant SALE! Tom’s hijinks raised solid dollars for the club: Often from his trusty sidekick Mike. (Did those 
white elephants still work when you got them home, Mike?) Tom, a Skokie resident, died on April 27, 2019.  

 CONSTITUTION & BYLAWS. On September 1, I submitted a new draft of the constitution and bylaws before the 
general meeting. Attending board members (Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF, Mike Brost WA9FTS, Jean Pressel KB9FXL, and I 
(AA9DT) voted to accept the draft. WA9FTS will post the new draft at www.w9sro.org. Please read it. The club will vote on 
accepting the document. 

 BILLIONS (AND ROCKETS) IN THEIR POCKETS. Free enterprise may be the best rocket yet! In July and September, 
we thrilled as tycoons launched three successful space missions with amateur astronauts: Richard Branson’s Virgin 
Galactic space plane, Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin rocket, and Elon Musk’s SpaceX Falcon 9. The first two missions were 
suborbital, something like Alan Shepard’s 1961 mission. Branson’s rocket plane carried six people, two of whom were 
pilots. All four of the people on Bezos’ mission were passengers. Musk’s SpaceX mission was an orbital flight, something 
like Gordon Cooper’s 1963 mission. The crew for the SpaceX mission included four amateur passengers. (The rockets by 
Blue Origin and SpaceX are robots. As we said, Virgin Galactic had on-board pilots.) Star Trek’s William Shatner, now 90 
years old, will be onboard the next Blue Origin flight. 

 DRIVING SAILORS NUTS. U.S. Navy reports of odd, pyramid-like flying objects call to mind Roswell conspiracies. But 
the naval observers are credible, despite blurry photos that are, at best underwhelming. What’s more, the naval UFOs 
(unidentified aerial phenomena, UAPs) produced radar signatures. Plus, consider the antics of these UAPs: Their high-
speed, hairpin turns and excursions under water are beyond our aircraft. But were the UFOs real, or more likely, some sort 
of prank? A recent Wall Street Journal article by Jeffrey Scott Shapiro produced an interesting guess: Perhaps the alleged 
UFOs are a new type of defensive measure for our military aircraft.  

BETTER THAN FLARES. In the past, fighter jets deployed flares to fool heat-seeking missiles. But smarter missiles might 
be able to steer clear of the flares. Besides, flares wouldn’t trick an observer’s eyes. But what if a fighter jet could deploy a 
decoy that both looked and flew like a plane? 

 ENTER THE LIPF. LIPFs are laser-induced plasma filaments. This technology already exists. A type of holographic 
plasma projector could materialize such filaments and weave them into moving, 3D images. More important, the plasma 
filaments would be hot enough to emit considerable infrared energy: Perfect for spoofing heat-seeking missiles. The spoof 
“image” from this projector wouldn’t be just a picture. The output would be semi-solid: Dense enough to produce radar 
bogies. Indeed, in 2018, the U.S. Navy applied for a patent on such a projector. Perhaps Russia or China has such 
technology, too.  

ANOTHER EXPLANATION. In a YouTube, physicist Michio Kaku speculated that the UAPs could be 
experimental hypersonic aircraft. In 2019, Russia disclosed news of its “Avangard” hypersonic missile. Hypersonic missiles 
could evade the U.S. air defense system. During the Trump administration, the U.S. began research on our own hypersonic 
technology.

http://www.w9sro.org
http://www.w9sro.org
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Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Sep 4th, 
2021 
by Mike WA9FTS - 
Fox - Matt KC9SEM, Patty 
N9PLS, Jacob, Mac

Rain in the late afternoon was 
forecast and it was drizzling 
before the hunt. Charlie 
KB9DIM paid us a visit to see 
us off. The rain stopped and 
we were off. About half the 
hunters took North Av west 
and others took 83 north to 290 
and Lake St. The best move 
was North Av. John and Janet 
headed north on Schmale with 
Tom close by. Matt found a 
difficult spot south of Viking 
Supply and near a Carol 
Stream water tower. It was a 
drive-up spot but hard to get 
to. John and Janet made it for 
the win with Tom 2nd. Pete, 
John JK and I were close and 
passing each other often. Pete 
made it in for 3rd with John JK 
4th and I finally walked in 
from the Viking parking lot for 
5th. As I drove away, Don 
drove up, and like me, walked 
in to end the hunt. We met at 
Culver’s nearby. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet
2. Tom N9CBA
3. Pete K9PW
4. John K9JK
5. Mike WA9FTS
6. Don W9RA 



 

  

SRO Repeaters 
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out 
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

2020

Bluff Rd

 

SRO Zoom Meeting 
Sep 1st - 7:30 PM
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WA9EVF 
WA9FTS 

AA9DT 
 KB9FXL

Fran Blanche comments on leak-free alkaline cells
Fran Blanche hosts a series of fun technical videos. (Subjects: Apollo computers, electronic music, robots, 
Heathkits, classic computers, etc.) She seems to know her stuff. I found the link below to a video on the 
longest-lasting and non-leaky alkaline batteries. This one interests me, because I must occasionally clean out 
corrosion from battery compartments. (And sometimes discard ruined devices.) Don't we all? 

In Fran's experience, Eveready and Rayovac batteries last longer and leak less often than Duracell batteries 
do. Apparently Duracell batteries aren't as dependable as they once were. (I assume that the formula might 
have changed. Over the years, Duracell has been the property of several companies. My ex-employer Kraft 
Foods even owned it for awhile.) 

Fran also reminds us to look for the cell-lifetime guarantee on battery packages. She found Eveready and 
Rayovac batteries that carry the claim that they last 10 years. She said that she prefers Eveready in her 
devices. I wonder if she uses them in the guitar effects that she manufactures? 

At the end of this over-long video, Fran introduces some off-brand, penlight batteries that have lasted 21 
years. They've been (on "standby") on the whole time! Yet they haven't leaked or corroded. And the cells still 
output 1.48 volts apiece! The "Kermit the Frog" toy they're in still runs. As far as Fran knows, these cells by 
"Green"-something hold the longevity record. 

Link to Fran's battery lifetime video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sH6GqGOOoVw 

Jim AA9DT

SRO Zoom Meeting 
Aug 11th - 7:30 PM

WA9EVF 
WA9FTS 

KD9HL 
N9CBA 

AA9DT 
KB9FX

Call Sign: K9ZVE, Licensee ID: L00236664, 
Grant Date: 07/06/1998, Expiration Date: 
07/06/2008, Cancellation Date: 05/16/2000, 
Registrant: Thomas M Berry, 1617 W Highland, 
Chicago, IL 60660 
Read more: https://www.city-data.com/aradio/lic-
Chicago-Illinois.html

Tom Berry K9ZVE

SRO Zoom Meeting 
Oct 13th - 7:30 PM

WA9EVF 
WA9FTS 

AA9DT 
 KB9FXL 
N9CBA
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Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Oct 2nd, 2021
 - by Mike WA9FTS - Fox John 
WD9EXW & Janet
John got 4 hunters off with a weak signal to the SE. It did not rain as was earlier predicted. Most of 
the hunters took 83 south. When should we head east? Some of the hunters went down to I55 and 
Plainfield Rd. Matt thought John was on the west side of 294. I headed to a church at County Farm 
Rd and Plainfield. My GPS showed a frontage road east of 294 with access off 55th. I was delayed 
by a car at 55th for 3 min. Then I was off east to Woodland Dr and the frontage road. Suddenly a car 
was right behind me and I pulled over to let it pass. It was Matt! They got there to find John and 
Janet in their Caravan near the toll worker’s entrance for the win. I arrive about 30 sec later for 2nd. 
A minute later Tom arrive for 3rd. Don, who was just east of us, gave up. We headed to Portillo’s at 
83 and Plainfield Rd.  John was running 5w to a Larson Mag mount on the roof of the Caravan. 
Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, 
Jacob, Mac - 8:34
2.   Mike WA9FTS - 8:34
3.   Tom N9CBA - 8:35
DNF - Don W9RA
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Mike Shy
Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor
5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
 Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday

 SRO Meeting
Salvation Army - Nov 9th

Foster & Cumberland
 at 7:30PM
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