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President’s Message

 SRO Holiday Party
Omega Restaurant

9100 W Golf Rd - Niles
 at 6:00PM

Not too much to report this month. We had our in person meeting in 
November at the Salvation Army building. 

It was nice to get-together in person. We are going back to having meetings 
on even months, February, April, June, August, October and December. The 
November meeting followed up with a video on Lithium Batteries. Lithium 
batteries require a complex system of balancing charge between cells to 
keep from destroying themselves. They also require an intelligent charger to 
protect the battery. I brought along a Motorola Impress battery which I had 
opened up to show the circuits that are required. See picture on page 2.
For the upcoming December dinner meeting we will meet at Omega 
Restaurant 9100 W Golf Rd, Niles, IL 60714. We will meet at 6PM. The club 
will not be picking up the tab. Everyone pays their own tab. Please drop me 
a line and let me know if you are going to attend so I can get a big enough 
table. We will not have our own room. 
You can go to the Omega website for directions and menus. 
https://www.omeganiles.com/ 
https://www.omeganiles.com/menu 
I hope to see you there. 
Remember send me a email to reserve a chair at the table. 
73 Mike  WA9EVF@COMCAST.NET



  

SRO Board Meeting Notes for November 9, 2021 
(Or: Current events and space charges) 
By Jim Hawes AA9DT 
TONIGHT’S MEETING represents our delightful return to the Salvation Army Citadel. 
The meeting starts with as the clock chimes 7:41. Hickory dickory dock! 
TREASURER’S REPORT. Details of our expenses are available to members who attend 
our meetings. Mike Brost WA9FTS will report on our finances before the Hanukkah-
Christmas meeting. 
TONIGHT’S PROGRAM: BATTERIES. We get a charge out of Marcel Strieber AI6MS’s 
video about battery technology. The program discusses the most common battery types. 
It describes how well each type performs with mobile ham radio equipment: Lead acid 
vs. lithium ion, vs. lithium phosphate. The conclusion: Lithium phosphate, despite its 
expense, is the best alternative for mobile ham radio power. 
Lithium phosphate batteries (“Lifepo4”) are drop-on replacements for 12-volt uses, such 
as mobile ham radio. These batteries can connect directly to the radio. No DC-to-DC 
converter is necessary. The Lifepo4 battery pack includes a protection circuit. Lifepo4 
batteries don’t explode (“spontaneously disassemble”) as readily as lithium ion batteries 
do. Lifepo4 batteries also offer a lower self-discharge rate. 
NEW SOLID BATTERIES. A tech war has come to the battery industry: Lithium ion (LI) 
vs. solid state: (Here, “solid state” refers to the battery’s electrolyte, which is hard, 
instead of a gel or liquid.) Solid-state batteries promise reduced costs, higher 
performance, and better safety. (Of course, we’ll have to see how these promises play 
out.) Solid state recharge times are short, down to 10 minutes. Driving mileage may 
be a deciding factor for electric motorists. Solid-state batteries offer long drive mileage, 
as high as 300 kM (186 miles) per charge. For normal LI batteries, winter driving poses 
the risk of freezing. But solid-state batteries don’t freeze. Rapid combustion has been 
another bugaboo of LI batteries. But solid-state batteries won’t combust. The new 
technology has other advantages, too. By comparison with LI batteries, solid-state 
batteries are more compact, storing more energy in a smaller space. The service life of a 
solid- state battery is longer than for a LI battery. An engineer can build a solid-state 
battery with many different materials, not just lithium. Now for the negatives: Solid-state 
batteries require a difficult-to-manufacture electrolyte. It must not contract and expand 
much, or the battery could rupture. Solid state batteries may be cheap someday, but that 
day hasn’t arrived. [Source: Android Authority] 
CHINESE HYPERSONIC MISSILE. The global arms race just lurched forward. Last 
summer, the Chinese government flight-tested its hypersonic missile “DF-17.” The 
design of this formidable glider would allow it to carry nuclear bombs. During the flight 
test, a rocket released the hypersonic glide vehicle into a low Earth orbit. The glider 
circled the planet. Afterward, the glider cruised to its target, but missed by some 24 
miles. Apparently, the launch surprised U.S. officials. Yet the U.S., Russia, China, 
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France, and North Korea are all developing hypersonic weapons. These weapons are 
difficult for conventional defenses to eradicate. Hypersonic missiles can soar and 
maneuver at a remarkable five times the speed of sound (3850 mph). Such a glider could 
overfly the South Pole on a southern path toward America. As our strategic enemies 
know, this area has zero ground-based radars or infrared satellites that spot rocket 
engines. [Sources: Reuters, and The Economist] 
THE WEBB SPACE TELESCOPE will look outward into space, while peering billions of 
years into the past. The telescope will launch on December 22. An Ariane 5 rocket will 
carry the Webb capsule. The rocket will lift off from Arianespace’s regular launch site at 
Kourou, French Guiana. The Webb’s 21-foot- wide primary mirror will capture faint  
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infrared emissions from the very first stars. 
Fortunately, the massive reflector folds, or it 
wouldn’t fit on the spacecraft. In space, after 
the Webb separates from its booster, the 
mirror will spread its facets. Compare the 
Webb’s 21-foot span to the primary mirror on 
the Hubble: The Hubble’s mirror is 7 feet, 
10.5 inches across. The Webb’s larger light-
collecting area allows Webb to tunnel further 
back into time than Hubble can. 
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If you move, let 
the Editor know 
your new mailing 
and email 
addresses. It is 
our way of getting 
Mike Shy to you 
each time.

2021

WA9EVF 
WA9FTS 
KA9ZWZ

AA9DT 
 KB9FXL 
KD9HIL

SRO  Meeting 
Nov 9th - 7:30 PM

Dec Foxhunt
The December foxhunt 

report will be included in 
the Feb issue.

Mike Shy



 

  
  

December  2021           Page 5

Foxhunt Report
CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Nov 6th, 2021 - 
by Mike WA9FTS - 
Fox Matt KC9SEM & Mac

Another great evening as seven hunters went after Matt and his family. We all heard Matt. Most of 
the hunters took North Av and went west. I went south to Roosevelt - bad move. After discovering 
Finley Rd was closed I made it up a side street to Columbine and Army Trail Rd. Matt was in the 
park - Ackerman Park. Tony and David and Tom’s cars were there. I saw Tony and John EXW on foot. 
Which baseball diamond was Matt hiding in? I finally found Matt and Mac for 5th. Nobody else was 
around. At Portillo’s Matt told me he was running 
5w to a tape measure beam. Portillo’s at North and 
Bloomingdale was selected as the munch spot. 
The first 5 places were within 6 minutes - a close 
finish.
Results:
1. Tony AA9CC - 8:29PM
2. John WD9EXW, Janet - 8:30PM
3. Don W9RA - 8:32PM
4. David AC9VW, Tom N9CBA - 8:33PM
5. Mike WA9FTS - 8:35PM
6. Marty N9LTE, Bill - 8:47PM
7. John K9JK - 8:58PM

Matt & Mac
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Mike Shy
Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor
5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708-457-0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership - WA9FTS
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - KB9FXL
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
 Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  WA9EVF
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
W9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Every 5th 
Wednesday

 SRO Holiday
Party

Dec 7th
 at 6:00PM
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