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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the SRO’s CFAR repeater. There were hunts
on the WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on
146.34 MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - April 6, 2013 - by Marty KB9SMR
Well, once again we tried to be a bit more original with our hiding for the first week of April. We were stationed
directly across the street from Fry's in Lombard. I decided to use a quad beam pointing directly at the southern side
of the huge water tower across the street from Fry's. The intent was to create a web of reflections caused by the
tower, Fry's, and several other buildings surrounding us. It was a lean count of hunters of only 2 vehicles, 3 hunters.
I placed the antenna along with the transmitter amongst some low lying bushes in the parking lot. I then set the
Icom transceiver to "cross-band repeater" mode. We hid in the truck about 100 yards away and used a UHF mobile
to relay the transmissions which uplinked to the CFAR repeater. Although I was able to key the repeater during
practice runs, the hunters claimed they only heard a click at the end of transmission. So we switched to simplex
146.340 where the hunters were able to copy. I also forgot to check the TOT setting on the handheld which timed
out after 30 seconds. So Matt was quite disturbed when he was first to drive up after about an hour from the start.
John ran up to Matt to grab second trailed by Tom for third. Aside from a few technical difficulties, the hunt was a
success. We ended up at the usual Portillo's on Butterfield and Finley.
Finals were:
KM9SMR Marty/Bill (FOX)
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty KC9YQM,
Jacob & Mackenzie

Pictures by Marty
KB9SMR

2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA & Janet
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2nd Sat Foxhunt - April 13th, 2013 - by Matt KC9SEM
Patty and I had been contemplating this location for well over a year now and it seemed like a good time for a
long hunt (41.800610, -88.575045). We were 32 miles from the starting point but almost all expressway for
the best route. The last time we hid, our signal was a little weak. This time I wanted a strong signal so that I
would not hear any complaints. I used my hunt set up for my antennae which is 2 m squared , 4 element
beams phased at 200 watts. We were hiding on private property and had a little bullseye on the telephone poll
next to the driveway. There is speculation on the proper size, and I have still not seen a response on what the
minimum size needs to be. Even though I had planned for a drive-up hunt, not one of the 7 vehicles made it up
to me. First on the seen were Tony and Bill in a foot race. Bill just edged Tony out for first. Mike was the only
hunter that did not get off 88 at the old 56 exit. Little did he know the next exit is Peace road in DeKalb. Just
about everyone stuck around in the driveway until the hunt was over. We all ate at Chili's on Orchard in
Aurora.
Results:
1. Marty KB9SMR, Bill
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA
& Janet
4. Don W9RA
5. Kevin N9JPG, Scheryl, Colin,
Abby,
Mason & Sonja
6. Mike WA9FTS & Rich KA9R
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The bullseye was out.

Matt was in his F-250 by the green
arrow.

CFMC Foxhunt report for April 20, 2013 by Tony AA9CC
We checked out Joanie's spot, a abandoned hotel and conference center in
Lyle on the flooded Du Page river, but fortunately it was posted no
trespassing. We saw Goodridge school at the corner of Hobson and
Rt 53 on the way there. It proved ot be a worthy spot after checking it out. The ridge in the name has nothing to do
with the fact that it sits on the side of the valley, 15 foot retaining walls on two sides. There is a brushy corner
between the building and the cliff overlooking route 53. The change in elevation gave an extra dimension to the
challenge. We set up the standard 35 foot mast and 2x2 array with medium power. Joanie sat in the car across the
street and texted the hunters movements. Weather was clear with half moon overhead, mid 30's. After about an
hour, first in, surprisingly, was N9JPG. Last week he was showing me a new 90 degree phased array in wich the
cardioid pattern could be used which the null yields more accurate bearing. As he was walking in, I was thinking
that this could become the newest thing since the Australian sniffer and tap measure Yagi, but alas, a flooded
basement, forced a delay in development. Colin spotted me under the bush. John WD9EXW and Tom N9CBA were
second followed by Matt KC9SEM and Patty KC9YQM. Mike WA9FTS and Tom N9IHZ were fourth with Marty
and Bill finishing a close fifth. Don W9RA, who didn't finish due to a shopping spree because his element broke.
He went to Home Depot for a replacement tape measure and proceeded to drive around Naperville. N9JPG hides
for us next week for the .34 hunt.
Results:
1. Kevin N9JPG, Colin, Mason, Abby and Sonja
3 Matt KC9SEM, Patty KC9YQM, Jacob & Mackenzie
5. Marty KB9SMR & Bill

2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA & Janet
4. Mike WA9FTS, Tom N9IHZ
DNF Don W9RA
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https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?
msid=205153916184262219092.000491b5dcf73b99861e4&msa=0&ll=41.760817,-88.065138&spn=0.001729,
0.003996
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34 Foxhunt Report - April 27th, 2013 by Kevin N9JPG with Colin, Mason and Abby
This was my first time hiding as the fox and gave it a fair amount of consideration. I've marveled a bit at the
creativity of others who have been the fox for the hunts I've been on, and worked to do it justice. I scouted several
locations earlier in the week as I work in Schaumburg, but was uncertain whether I would be heard at the start. My
hiding location ended up being a compromise after some Google Earth investigation looking at terrain profiles. I
hadn't really paid much attention to how much power others had used in the past and had limited means. So that's
how I ended up at Helen Keller Junior High School and you with a S9+ at the start!
First to find me was KB9SMR followed soon after by AA9CC (but did not place because this was his week to
hide). Second place went to KC9SEM, third was KB9DIM, fourth was WD9EXW, fifth was WA9FTS and W9RA
was close but ended up DNF. We gathered at one of the first restaurants I visited when I moved to Chicago over 15
years ago called The Assembly. Results:
1. Marty KB9SMR, Bill
Unoff. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty (ex KC9YQM - now N9PLS, Jacob, Mackenzie
3. Charlie KB9DIM
Hiding Spot - Google Earth
4. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
5. Mike WA9FTS
42.04168, -8810039
DNF Don W9RA
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

!

!
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Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox

April 2013
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

Next hunt - Jun29, 2013

Hunter

1st

2nd

Tony AA9CC

6

2

Joan KC9QQY

6

2

Tom N9CBA

1

6

John WD9EXW

1

6

Matt KC9SEM

3

3

Marty KB9SRM

5

4

Mike WA9FTS

0

1

Charlie KB9DIM

0

1

Don W9RA

0

0

Patty ex KC9YQM - N9PLS

1

1

Kevin N9JPG

1

0

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.
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