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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - April 1st, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS

Fox - John WD9EXW

Four hunt teams were at the starting point with Don W9RA hunting unofficially since he forgot
his mobile antenna and went back to his house. He started NE of O’Hare as the 4 headed out
north. Tom and I took 290 NW and then north to Touhy. We got a strong signal indicating John
was hiding somewhere on Old Higgins Rd. We were expecting lots of hunters to greet us as we
got to the end of the road. We were the only ones! Tom and I took off into the woods next to a
fence in which old carsd were on top of one another and a RR tracks next to the airport boundary.
I ran past some cement slabs and thought it would be a good spot for John to hid. Tom was right
behind me checking out the brush. I realized I went to far and came back to see Marty find John
under the cement slabs with Tom grabbing 2nd - only a few seconds behind. Shortly Patty
arrived with Pete scoring. Then Matt showed up with Jacob and Mac. A few minutes later Don
asked where the restaurant was and the hunt was over. We went to Lou Malnati's on Higgins Rd.
Results:
1. Marty N9LTE, Bill
Jacob, Mac
4. Pete K9PW, John K9JK

2. Tom N9CBA, Mike WA9FTS
Unoff DNF Don W9RA

3. Patty N9PLS, Matt KC9SEM,
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2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - April 8th,
2017 by Mike WA9FTS - Fox
There were 6 hunt teams that
started out at 8:05PM with a weak
but hearable signal. I was hiding
for Matt KC9SEM and Patty
N9PLS and found a spot at the
southern end of the parking lot
for the Concord Place on Lake St
just east of 294. It was a drive-up
hunt as I was in my Jeep Patriot.
Before and after the hunt started,
several freight trains road by
slowly, stopping at times. I was
under high voltage lines and next
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to a wall for 294. Surprisingly, John and Janet arrived at 8:30 - 25 minutes for the win. They took
Finley to 355 to North to Lake and in for a great route. Tony arrive 6 minutes later for 2nd. He said,
also verified by Don, that he took 294 to Balmoral and then back. Don got off at 290 and to Lake St
but drove east to circle around back to Lake and in for 3rd. Tom drove in 7 minutes later for 4th.
Two minutes later Marty arrived for 5th. Earlier I spotted a flashlight east on the other side of the
tracks and then gone. Almost
two minutes after Marty, Pete
showed up, got out of his van
and walked up to end the
hunt. They took 355 to 64 south
on York through downtown
Elmhurst (slow). We gathered
at Portillo’s on North Av after
the hunt. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet 8:30:10
2. Tony AA9CC - 8:36:00
3. Don W9RA - 8:51:10
4. Tom N9CBA - 8:58:30
5. Marty N9LTE, Bill Donna 9:00:50
6. Pete K9PW, John K9JK 9:01:50

Hid Spot
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - April 15th, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS - Fox Pete K9PW
We only had three hunt teams as others were engaged in activities out-of-town for Easter. Pete
had a weak signal and everyone headed SW on 355 at 8:03. We found out later that taking North
Av and a NW heading was much better. Matt’s team got off at Ogden and then back on 88. Then a
problem arose. We could not hear the fox. We were across the Fox River at 88 and 31 and John
wanted to know what was happening. We momentarily dispensed with the rule of not contacting
other hunters. John and Janet were at 88 and Rt 59 and Don was near us. We called Pete and he
explained the problem. His radio changed frequencies to the output of the CFMC repeater and he
had a problem getting it back to the input. Shortly he solved the problem and we continued the
hunt. We finally got up to North Av and east to Kirk Rd. Matt thought it would be a good idea to
try the East Side Sports Complex with lots of baseball diamonds. We got there to find no hunters
present. Pete gave us a song signal and Matt thought he was somewhere south on Geneva Rd. As
we drove off, John and Janet arrived and Matt changed his mind - Go back and get out!. We went
out on foot - Matt, Jacob and I ran past one diamond after another till we got to a pile of dirt that
Matt remembered hiding on a previous hunt. As we got up to the top, Matt cautioned the rest of
us to not try to go down a very steep slope. I hollered to Matt to hurry as John was right behind
and gaining on him. We saw the yagi on the trees and knew Pete was right in front of us. Matt
arrived seconds in front of John for the win. After Matt and John left, I slid down the hill on my
butt and took a close-up picture of Pete behind an orange plastic sheet. It can be seen on the
Google Maps pix below. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Mike WA9FTS,
Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac 9:10
2. John WD9EXW, Janet 9:11
DNF Don W9RA
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Pete was hiding at the red
circle to the right and at the
end of the green arrow below
and to the right. Pete was
running 50w to a 4 el beam up
about 9 ft.
Fox location: N41.89909
W88.26741

34 2M Foxhunt - April 22nd,
2017 by Mike WA9FTS
We had 7 hunt teams including Charlie KB9DIM who last hunted last year.
Welcome back! Tony AA9CC
stared the hunters off with a
strong signal to the SW. Pete
and John headed south on
Wooddale Rd and the rest up
north and west to 355. Matt’s
team got off at North and west
to Swift. Patty said that Tony
must be close to the west side
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of 355. We got up to Lake St and saw Pete and John. We headed west on Lake only to turn around
and head back toward 355. We headed south on Medinah and entered the drive to the Auto Mart
& Syncreon lot and saw Tony’s tracker. Pete and John drove in behind us. We were out and into
the thick brush. Matt and I encountered heavy thorn brush than momentarily caught me and I
could not move. After a minute I was off to catch up with Matt. We kept heading south as the
signals got stronger. Finally we got a strong signal on our sniffer - a 6 then 7 and finally a 8. I
spotted Tony under a camp blanket as we got there for first. Tony was running 5w to a tape
measure beam up about 4 ft. Since Pete and others with flashlights were off in the distance, a
flash picture was not taken. We took another route east and north and west to get back to the
parking lot. Several hunters were arriving and heading off into the brush. We realized they were
in for a long and difficult journey to find Tony. Charlie arrived and decided not to go off to find
Tony. John headed in but was not successful. Marty and Bill had their picture taken before
heading in. Tom parked north of us and went in to find Tony. Pete and Marty suffered minor
wounds to their hand with a drop or two of blood. I later found red scrapes on my right thigh.
We decided on Aurelio’s for the munch. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Mike WA9FTS, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac - 8:40 PM
2. Pete K9PW, John K9JK - 8:47 PM
3. Don W9RA
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill
5. Tom N9CBA
DNF Charlie KB9DIM
DNF John WD9EXW, Janet

Marty’s
hand Pete’s look
the same.
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Tony’s Tracker

Tony hid at the red dot. Coordinates: 41.94658, -88.04902
5th Sat 2M Foxhunt - April 29th, 2017 - by Mike WA9FTS
The weather people were correct. We were going to have lots of rain and high winds. John WD9EXW
and Janet would hide and the hunters hoped it would be a drive-up. Tony arrived in a yellow raincoat
- just in case! John had a weak signal at the start and got it up to where at least 3 of the four hunt teams
had a direction - to the SW. Tony and Matt’s team selected 355 south to 88 west to 53 and south to
Ogden Av. Tony went a few blocks west and then south. We kept going west to Indiana Av. The next
transmission was strong and south. We headed into the Molex parking lot and spotted the blue
Caravan with John and Janet inside. The drive-up secured the win and we left right away. About three
minutes later Tony arrived for 2nd. It tool 23 min later for Pete and John to find John and Janet and
Tom ended the hunt 7 min later. John ran 30w to a tape measure beam. We met at Jason’s Deli. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS,
Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac - 8:34PM
2. Tony AA9CC - 8:37PM
3. Pete K9PW, John K9JK - 9:00PM
4. Tom N9CBA - 9:07PM
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John & Janet were hiding in their
blue Caravan indicated above.
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

Hunter

A

C

L

U

B

Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Fitness
& Rec Center parking
lot off Belmont Rd
south of Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles
south of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox
KC9SEM Next hunt July 29th

April 2017
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

1st

2nd

KC9SEM / N9PLS

5/5

2/2

N9LTE/Bill

1/1

1

AA9CC/KC9QQY

4/0

2/1

W9RA

0

2

WA9FTS

5

3

WD9EXW

3

3

2/1

3/2

1

3

K9PW/K9JK
N9CBA

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.
To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au
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