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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Aug 1st, 2015 by Tony AA9CC
Mike could have fairly won the hunt, if it wasn't for the photochromographic detensifiers he inadvertently wore,
which caused virtual blindness the twilight conditions on the last leg of the hunt. John, who walk past the three or
four times scored just as Mike crash through the antenna. It was a while - 30 minutes before Matt scoured the area,
then exclaiming "I have a 9 - he has got to be right here" as he realize he was staring down the boom of a 10 element
beam at eye level hidden in the tall invasive Phragmites grass. Bill and Marty took the level path along the I355
fence line. Don, as usual called his hunt at 9:00 PM. We met afterward at Bakers Square.
Ed. Notes: I forgot that I was wearing my sun glasses and wondered why it got so dark. Tony pointed it out when I
found him. After John and I got back to where we parked I found out that Paul fell on his face getting his portable
gear out of the Jeep. His nose was bloody and he scuffed his right knee. Later we got an update on Don’s fishing trip
to Canada. He caught fish and he also caught himself. He was lucky there was medical help who professionally
removed the hook from Don’s right palm.
Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
2. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill
DNF Don W9RA
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.656227,-88.023582,3a,66.8y,14.51h,83.08t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!
1s7QXbqyoii_hhLrnxoMOCsg!2e0
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Hiding Spot Coords: Google Maps:
41.660499, -88.022632
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2nd Sat 2M foxhunt - Aug 8, 2015 - by Mike WA9FTS
Tom N9CBA and John WD9EXW were the fox. They initially had problems producing a strong enough
signal to be heard. They changed antennas and after about 13 min, finally got a signal that could
determine a direction - NE. Most of the hunters took 355 from Butterfield Rd but Paul and I took Finley
and finally got on 355 at Roosevelt. We got off at Golf and checked out a park and then areas around
Golf and Algonquin Rd. Matt and Patty took a very direct route and picked the correct area around a
closed Chase Bank. Tom and John were hiding next to the building hidden by dense trees. It actually
was a drive-up as they were only a few feet away from a paved road. Tony and Joan overshot to
Kirchoff Rd and down to Algonquin - 5 to 10 min late. We were even later and settled for 3rd. Marty and
Bill earlier quit as they could not hear Tom. Tony and Joan, who wanted to get home early to feed their
new feral cats, chose Chipoltle a few hundred feet away from the hiding spot. Uno’s Pizza at Golf and
Mecham was selected by the rest of the hunters to dine at. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
DNF Marty N9LTE, Bill
DNF Don W9RA
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Hiding Spot: Google Maps:
42.050410, -87.993627

CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Aug 15, 2015 by Mike
WA9FTS
Tom & John

Matt KC9SEM started the hunters off with a
good signal to the SE. Most of the hunters
took 355 south. Early in the hunt there was
malicious interference which made it difficult
and I instructed Paul to go east off 355. We
shortly got back on and continued south.
More problems occurred as Matt missed a
number of transmissions. This hurt everyone
as we guessed at locations. I thought that

X

something was loose on my antenna. We found out that Jacob wanted to play radio and tuned the
transmitter to another frequency. Matt realized what was happening and the hunt continued. I asked Paul
to stop inside the Lincoln Way Central High School parking lot in New Lenox. Matt was here and we went
into the grounds and around some building. We saw Don running on foot toward the baseball fields. Patty
was in the Ford F-250 with Mac and Matt was not there. Paul and I were on foot through one field
checking out the dugouts which have been used in past hunts. No luck. I was behind John as he also was
checking out the obvious spots. I came to a stone wall and went over it to find another one with about a 4 5 ft drop. I saw the antenna and then Matt, Jacob and Bill who joined Matt since Marty was busy and could
not hunt. We were shocked to find out were were the first to find them for the win. Shortly Don arrived for
2nd and then John and Tom to end the hunt. This was a very exhausting hunt and one of the hardest
physically to endure. We met at Portillo’s after the hunt. Results:
1. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
2. Don W9RA
3. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
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Hiding Spot: Google Maps:
41.51456, -87.929230
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34 2M Foxhunt - Aug 22, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS
For the 2nd hunt in a row, Matt KC9SEM and Patty N9PLS hid and this time both Jacob and Mac were
along for the hide. Kevin and his family showed up to hunt as it has been quite a time since they came
out. Matt started the hunters with a good signal to the SSW. Most of the hunters tried 355 south to find it
was not possible. Road construction made it a challenge and some found a successful detour. Paul and I
chose 53 south. We missed the road which would have taken us 200 ft away from Matt and Patty and
ended up on Roosevelt Rd. John, Tom and Janet got off 355 at North Av but made it south to 53 before the
bend in the road to the west. John got out on foot and came in from behind to win the hunt just ahead of
Kevin’s group who finished 2nd coming in from the entrance of Sunset Knoll Park. Paul and I made it
back to the entrance of the park and we both ran across baseball diamonds and up the hill to find the four
for 3rd. As we left, Marty, Bill and Janelle drove up and shortly ended the hunt as Don, who was close,
headed to Giordano’s for food. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA and Janet
2. Kevin N9JPG, Sharyl KC9ZLS,
Colin KD9AAH, Abbey KD9BLP, Sonya, Mason
3. Mike WA9FTS, N9LXF
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill, Janelle
DNF Don W9RA
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5th Sat 2M Foxhunt - August 29, 2015 by Tony AA9CC
I hid on a derelict bike trail, on a barricade where the bridge was removed. It was raining when I set up, I donned
the rain coat and lugged the equipment back. Mosquitoes were biting my face and I was sweating, as I was having
trouble assembling an raising the 35 foot mast. After 15 minutes of toil, on the first test, the keyer did not work, the
rain drops affected it. I was about to give up, when it began to work, but a 3 times normal speed. That would have
to do. I hiked back to the car and drove home for a change of cloths, monitoring the signal, weak. N9LTE was
calling, but I could not hear him well enough for a QSO.
John was the first to find the transmitter in the cooler. They were on the wrong side of Lily Cache creek, but John
managed to hop across on the old bridge pilings and took a photo for proof, amazing. They started near 75 street
and I355.
We saw Mike drive by on Veterans Parkway. He started in my driveway, not a particularly good spot for DFing. He
parked across from the transmitter at a pumping station and bee lined through the head high, water soaked weeds
up to the wrong side of the creek, frustrated, he gave up. Mike could see the antenna from his vantage.
At that time Marty and crew were hiking down the parkway, but were repelled by mosquitoes, and also through in
the towel. They started closest, I55 and Weber. They had parked the Prius at a warehouse across the street.
Don started at the O'hare Oasis, being not as spry as John, gave up at the far barricade, 25 feet from the transmitter.
He watched the fireworks and joined us at Red Robin.
After getting served, I heard a call on the HT, It was N9JPG and gang. They the had found the cooler with
transmitter and had taken correct bike path from the parkway and suffered no bites or wet weeds. Kevin started
near Butterfield and I355, but had reflections which initially lead them northwest and not south.
Hiding Spot
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/
41.6828964,-88.1124169/41.6834653,-88.1159252/
@41.6757089,-88.1254076,15z/data=!4m2!4m1!
3e2
<https://www.google.com/maps/dir/
41.6828964,-88.1124169/41.6834653,-88.1159252/
@41.6757089,-88.1254076,15z/data=
%214m2%214m1%213e2>
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Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA Janet
2. Kevin N9JPG, Sharyl KC9ZLS,
Colin KD9AAH, Abbey KD9BLP, Sonya, Mason
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DNF:Don W9RA
DNF: Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
DNF: Marty N9LTE, Bill, Janelle, Kayla
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

Hunter
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Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Fitness
& Rec Center parking
lot off Belmont Rd south
of Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox N9CBA/
WD9EXW Next hunt Oct 31st

August 2015
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

1st

2nd

10/10

5/5

N9LTE /Bill

1/1

5/3

AA9CC/KC9QQY

9/6

5/4

0

1

WA9FTS/N9LXF

3/2

3/3

WD9EXW/N9CBA

8/8

9/9

0

1/1/1/1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

KC9SEM / N9PLS

W9RA

N9JPG,KC9ZLS,KD9AAH,KD9BLP

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.
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