
        

 

Publication of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Aug 6th, 2016 by Tom N9CBA and Mike WA9FTS

The weather was great as the 4 hunt teams got a reading to the west and WSW. We all went south and 
took I88 west. It was soon that we realized that the signal was weak, or not there but WNW of the 
starting point. John decided to go north and we recovered the signal. Janet said that Armstrong Park 
would be a good place to hide so we went after it. We found Marty and Matt’s car there. John and I got 
out and headed into the park. I went to the left and Patty and the kids went to the right. I realized that 
was the right way to go. As I approached a heavily-wooded area, Patty and the kids were going back 
from finding Tom. I thrashed my way in with difficulty and found the tape measure antenna and then 
someone grabbed my hand. It was Tom. Marty showed up seconds later. On the way back, I saw Don 
who did not want to go in the woods and get bit. Marty got bit a lot but I used Off and did not. Tom 
challenged us to find a low power transmitter on 146.34 for fun. I found it some distance away and 
Marty was there also to find it. We later found out that Kevin and his gang were hunting unofficially. 
We went to Portillo’s at North and Bloomingdale. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac, Ethan, Lindsay
2. John WD9EWX, Mike WA9FTS, Janet
3. Marty N9LTE
DNF Don W9RA
Unofficial Kevin N9JPG, Colin KD9AHH, Abbey KD9BLP, Mason, Sonja
This is from Tom and his perspective on the hunt. Patty and Matt were very close to me before I 
realized they were on my side of the creek. Patty spotted me before I saw her. She probably saw my 3-
element beam that was vertical and perpendicular to the fence pointing to the starting point.
Mike got to me about a second before Marty. Marty came around the fence the long way (from the 
south) as far as I know, although he was quiet enough that I could not be sure. There was no doubt as 
to Mike's path, as he was commenting on the vegetation. Radio was in 10 watt setting.
Kevin N9JPG, Abbey KD9BLP, Colin KD9AHH, Mason. Sonya started from home at least 20 minutes 
after the hunt release, and found both the automated transmitter and the fox.
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Tom was at: Google Maps: 41.917381, -88.130543
He was at the red balloon.
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2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Aug 13th, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS

For the first time in a long while, Charlie KB9DIM was the fox. Since Charlie could not hear John, 
Matt stepped in to be the Master. It was not a strong signal but most of the hunters got a SE reading. 
We got one that was mostly south except for a 2PM reading while we were facing east. This was 
correct but we went to 355 while the other hunters went east for a while. This was a good move as we 
found out that 355 south off North was closed for construction. We had to go further west to 53. 
When we got close Argonne was in the way and we had a hard time getting around it . Meanwhile, 
the other hunters were guessing where around the Des Plaines River and the canal Charlie was 
hiding. We tried both sides of the two waterways and then realized he was between the two. We 
finally found an entrance to the Centennial Trail off Rt 83 and followed it around to find Charlie in his 
Jeep to end the hunt. We found out that Don won another hunt beating out John and Janet with Tom 
arriving for 3rd. We had earlier drove by to see the gate closed. Charlie found it closed but not locked, 
opened it and drove it and closed the gate behind him. We went to 
Portillo’s north on Rt 83 for the munch. Results:
1. Don W9RA
2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Tom N9CBA
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Charlie was hiding in his Jeep at the “X”.

CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Aug 20th, 2016
by Mike WA9FTS

There were 3 hunt teams we the hunt started at 
8:01PM. Matt, Patty, Jacob, Mac & I hid at the 
WoodField Shopping Center garage on the 4th 
floor since the top level was closed. We backed 
up to the SE corner and Matt attached a 5/8 
vertical to the Explorer. We also ran 195 watts 
so the hunters could easily hear us at the 
starting point. We guessed that the winner 
could find us within 20-30 minutes. We were 
surprised to see John come up the stairs to finish at 16 minutes. What a fantastic performance! He 
said, “Tricky of you not being on top”. Eleven minutes later Tom showed up from the same stairs for 
2nd. Nine minutes later Don asked where the munch spot was and the hunt was ended. We went to 
Giordano’s on Meecham Rd a half mile to the north. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Janet
2. Tom N9CBA
DNF Don W9RA
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34 2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Aug 27th, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS

The hunt was greeted by a magnificent sunset and great weather although some strong local 
storms were close by. Don W9RA got the hunters off with a good signal to the NW. All three 
hunters took 390 still under massive reconstruction. We got off Wright to Rosenberg and north to 
Schaumburg Rd east. We saw Marty and pulled into the Schaumburg HS next to the buses.We 
knew Marty was close at hand and we got out on foot. Fences, fences everywhere! Then John and 
I spotted Tom driving by near the police station. I got out on foot and Tom ran past me toward 
Schaumburg Rd. I climbed over a fence and headed toward Volkening Lake which was just north 
of the police. I spotted severe people walking south on the west  side of the lake and ran as fast as 
I could to see if Don found a bench to sit on. Success, but I found Marty also there. He got there 4 
minutes earlier for the win. Two minutes later John arrive to hear the news. Yes, we were going to 
Pilot Pete’s which Janet guessed at the starting point. Tom ended the hunt seven minutes later. As 
on the hunt, we saw large flashes of lightning in the distance while we in the restaurant. Results:
1. Marty N9LTE - 8:33PM
2. John WD9EXW, Mike WA9FTS, Janet - 8:37PM
3. Tom N9CBA - 8:44PM
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This was a perfect route according to Google Maps.
Hiding spot 42.029361, -88.104316
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Don was sitting on this bench.

Volkening Lake
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To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from KMart

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd 
south of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles 
south of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox N9LTE 
& Bill Next hunt - Jul 
30th

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS 11/11 5/5

 N9LTE 4 1

 AA9CC/KC9QQY 6/5 4/2

W9RA 2 0

 WA9FTS 6 4

 WD9EXW 6 11

 K9PW 0 3

 N9JPG/KC9ZLS/KD9AHH/KD9BLP 0 2/1/2/1

 N9LXF 0 0

N9CBA 3 8

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to 
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the 
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.  
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