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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the SRO’s CFAR repeater. There were hunts
on the WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on
146.34 MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR Foxhunt - Dec 7th, 2013 - by Mike WA9FTS
Don K9VGJ and Joe showed up before the hunt to wish us good luck. Matt KC9SEM provided a weak but hearable
signal to start the hunt. The signal was coming from the SW, or maybe WSW. Three of the five hunt teams took 355
south. Tom and I took Roosevelt Rd west to Kirk and it became Farnsworth. We made it to a road just north of I-88
and west to find John and Tom heading back to their van. I got out on foot and ran across a field to find Matt’s truck
and flashlights to the north heading my way very quickly. I jumped over a snow fence (2ft high) to score a third. Bill
and Marty arrive seconds later. Shortly, Don drove in from the road as he was the only one to do so. It was a drive-up!
We went to Portillo’s.
Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. Mike WA9FTS, Tom N9IHZ
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill
5. Don W9RA
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146.565 2nd Saturday hunt Dec 14, 2013 by John WD9EXW
Janet & I met up with Tom early and discussed a few areas. We narrowed
down our thinking, considering the weather and munch spot.
We decided on here: a spot in Bensenville, near the airport / rail yard.
This is the fastest route from the starting point to were we hid.
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=Unknown
+road&daddr=41.949924,-87.915475&hl=en&ll=41.915691,-87.931995&spn=0.112921,0.162907&sll=41.94833
6,-87.91396&sspn=0.007054,0.010182&geocode=FdbcfQIdE6DA-g%3BFeQagAIdLYTC-g&t=h&mra=ls&z=13
Green arrow at 41.94992,-87.9155 is the hiding spot.
https://maps.google.com/maps?
f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=41.94992,-87.9155&aq=&sll=41.9499,-87.915494&sspn=0.00062,0.000
92&vpsrc=6&t=h&ie=UTF8&ll=41.949916,-87.915494&spn=0.00062,0.00092&z=20

I actually noticed the area on a previous WA9FTS hunt, later checked more closely, and filed for possible future
use. Google reports 15 to 18 mi depending on route; 10 watts to a vertical tape beam at 14'. It was nearly a drive
up as we were just off a gravel road. It hadn't been plowed but you could faintly see it had been driven only a day
or two ago. No one drove in - perhaps a bold move without knowing the surface or where it led.
We had 3-4" snow that morning, that helped the hunters (we left unavoidable footprints).
All hunters heard us, and we started at 8:05
Tony had an event at the start. I understand a section of his aerodynamic wheel well skirt was dragging, and
shortly after the start he had to stop for a quick repair.
Matt had a break, he was coming east on Franklin, showing strong on his sniffer when we stopped transmitting, so
he went another mile, selected one of the several local parking lots to wait. Since he had 4 minutes, he got out to
scout. My car was gone, but he was in fact quite close, and he spotted the fresh prints, he overshot on the decoy
prints, but soon as we made the next transmission he was back for a score.
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#1 - Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob & Mackenzie @ 8:39
#2 - Tony AA9CC, Joanie KC9QQY @ 8:44
#3 - Mike WA9FTS, Tom N9IHZ @ 8:51
#4 - Don W9RA @ 9:05
Marty didn't make it back from a scout trip to Milwaukee, so Bill, without a sniffer and hunting unofficially came
along the the ride.
While waiting for the hunt to finish, several hunters amused themselves by spinning donuts in the lot, discovering
that centrifugal force is capable of moving the rack!
Munched at an Italian - Mama Maria’s Pizza place not far away. We had been there before, and it was ok, but I
think we'll return to 'order at the counter' type places next time. See you next week.
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Dec 21st, 2013 by Marty N9LTE with Bill
We decided to keep the hunt local and short since we are nearing the end of year and everyone is busy with
holiday preparations. I was hoping the rain would subside, but unfortunately it rained the whole time we were
up on the bridge over Rt 59. The wind picked up near the end and the temps were dropping. The exact
coordinates were:
41°42'11.46"N
88°12'21.33"W
We used a VX-7r handheld running 1W with a tape measure beam pointed towards the starting point. The
majority of the hunters were able to hear the input frequency and started promptly at 8:05 PM. We saw John
WD9EXW drive past first about 8:40P. Tony AA9CC was pulling up at 8:45P and pulled right off Rt 59 near
the west side of the bridge. He ran up to score first. Matt KC9SEM ran up the east side of the bridge about 10
min later. Minutes later John WD9EXW walked up followed by Mike WA9FTS and then Tom N9CBA. Don
W9RA trotted up last at about 9:15PM. We quickly broke down the setup and headed to Giordano's for some
pizza and home-made butter cookies for desert. It was an easy but cold and rainy hunt to end the calendar year.
Results:
1. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS
3. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet, Matt
4. Mike WA9FTS
5. Don W9RA
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New Year’s Eve Party - Dec 31, 2013 - QTH of WA9FTS
It was cold and there was some snow in the forecast. The tradition of most of the foxhunters gathering
at the end of the year had to go on. The award for Best Foxhunter of 2013 (2nd Sat & CFMC champs)
was given to Tony AA9CC and Joan KC9QQY (13 wins). It was a very close battle with Matt KC9SEM
and Patty N9PLS 1 win behind. CFAR award to WD9EXW & N9CBA & 34 Hunt award to KC9SEM &
N9PLS. It will be interesting to see what 2014 brings.
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We had plenty of food and drink - no one got drunk. Tony AA9CC brought his low power transmitter
set for 146.34 MHz. This time we gave the Sniffer to Jacob who is going on 3 yrs young this March. Tony
hid the transmitter in various places around the house and Jacob had a good time finding it. Later, Tony
tried his hand at contacts on the low bands using a straight key that I used as a Novice over 50 years
ago. At midnight we saluted in the New Year with a picture of everyone at the party.

The hunters should be arriving soon.

Foxhunters for 2013

Jacob says he is ready.

Jacob found it!

Jacob closes in on his 1st find.

Great Grampa Matt has it.

Tony on the straight key.
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Happy New Year to all!
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Foxhunt Frequency
Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
147.750 MHz
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
CFAR input
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
146.565 MHz
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
146.160 MHz
Addison 0.4 miles south
CFMC input
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
146.340 MHz
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
Next hunt -Mar 29,,
Fox-WD9EXW, N9CBA
2014

Foxhunt Results for the year
Hunter

1St

2nd

Tony AA9CC / Joan KC9QQY

13

12

Matt KC9SEM / Patty N9PLS

12

11

John WD9EXW / Tom N9CBA

10

10

Marty N9LTE

8

4

Kevin N9JPG

2

0

Don W9RA

1

0

Mike WA9FTS

0

6

Bill

0

2

Charlie KB9DIM

0

1

Tom N9IHZ

0

1

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have
to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.
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