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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR Hunt - Feb 1st, 2014 by Matt KC9SEM
Patty and I had lots of errands to do today and it didn't leave us with much time to find a spot. After hiding in a snow
cave last weekend I wanted to hide in the vehicle this time around. We chose one of the business on my UPS route
(41.777192, -88.224104). The building, where we were hiding, is in a U shape. I was using my tape measure beam on
a 7 foot mast at 5 watts. I knew the signal would be weak at the start point but it sounded like we were making the
repeater full quieting. I later found out that we were making the repeater most of the time and that a few transmissions
didn't make it. Hind sight, I should have used a little more power. This was a drive up hunt but the first 2 on the scene
came from the north on foot. Tony was the first one we saw but he ran right by us and went around the building. A few
minutes later was John, and he came in a full sprint as soon as he saw Patty and I sitting in the truck to score first.
Tony finally made it around the building to take second. We had munchies at Portillo's on route 59 in Naperville.
Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet, Matt
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. Marty N9LTE, Bill
4. Mike WA9FTs
DNF Kevin N9JPH, Colin KD9AHH (new call
DNF Don W9RA
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New Ham
Colin KD9AHH

2nd Sat Hunt - Feb 8th, 2014 by Tony AA9CC & Mike WA9FTS
I was going to hide outside, but had a sore throat the past few days. I chose Buena Beef at Cass and 75th and
the found a hiding spot from Google maps. It was 7 miles from the start point. I made a text to speech fox timer
app for my smart phone. - Tony
The hunters and I got a slightly SE reading at the start and headed east on Ogden Av. John momentarily got a
reading back towards the starting point; so did I and I went back. This was a big mistake. I got caught up there
for about 45 min. I finally went off east on Ogden as I thought the rest of the hunters knew something I did not.
They were right as the signal swung to the south as I approached Cass. I should have taken it but went to 83 and
south to 63rd and back to Cass. I then traveled down to 75th St to be fooled by the water tower and the shopping
center. Tony saw me several times as I drove behind the stores. I finally got out on foot to find Tony and Joan
hiding down an opening between the stores where trucks deliver goods. I ended the hunt. - Mike
Map:
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=Unknown+road&daddr=Unknown
+road&hl=en&ll=41.783601,-88.009415&spn=0.104834,0.14677&sll=41.802519,-88.039273&sspn=0.00655,0
.009173&geocode=FabcfQIdFqDA-g%3BFfwPfQIdpJzB-g&t=h&mra=me&mrsp=0,1&sz=17&z=13
Hiding location: Google: 41.750313, -87.97494
Page 2

Chicagoland Foxhunters Report!

!

!

!

!!

February 2014

Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob,
Mackenzie
2. Marty N9LTE, Bill Debbie
3. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA,
Janet, Matt
4. Don W9RA
5. Mike WA9FTS

CFMC Foxhunt - Feb 15th, 2014 by John WD9EXW
Tom and I spoke earlier in to day to bat around ideas, but had no conclusion. Snow forecasted again, so we didn't
want to be far, and perhaps not stray far from pavement.
We continued to ponder as we set off in a direction. Marty has said to pass on a hot dog munch, so I had located
a new BBQ place to try, and came up with a couple spots in the area.
Foxes were in West Chicago, google reports 13 mi away.
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=W+Centennial+Pl&daddr=Atlantic
+Dr&hl=en&ll=41.908409,-88.174725&spn=0.112933,0.163078&sll=41.903587,-88.213713&sspn=0.014118,0.
020385&geocode=FV0EgAIdWMTA-g%3BFQZdfwIdm-i9-g&t=h&mra=me&mrsp=1,0&sz=16&z=13
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We checked out some likely areas, and finally settling on an empty industrial building lot, behind a line of
dump semis and snow bank. You would have to look carefully to spot us from the street. Mobile rig running 25
watts to a vertical tape measure beam at about 12'.
100% copy at the start point, and we released about 8:05.
AA9CC Tony was first on scene at about 8:34, but we was between transmissions, so he scouted the lot, then
left to check the other side.
Even though it was overcast, there was enough ambient light to clearly silhouette our antenna, as Matt spotted
it. Coming in a moment later for the score.
KC9SEM, Matt, Patty, Jacob & Mack @ 8:37
AA9CC Tony, Joanie @ 8:39
WA9FTS Mike, Tom @ 8:55
W9RA Don.
Munch was at Hawthorne Backyard about 1/4
mile west.
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM
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Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox

February 2014
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

Next hunt - Mar 30, 2013

Hunter

1st

2nd

KC9SEM / N9PLS

3

0

N9LTE /Bill

0

3

AA9CC/KC9QQY

1

2

W9RA

0

0

WA9FTS

0

1

WD9EXW/N9CBA

3

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.
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