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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR Foxhunt Report - July 5th, 2014 by Mike WA9FTS
Matt KC9SEM and Patty N9PLS and kids took off to be with the family so there was only 3 hunters. Tony
AA9CC was engaged in a bike race and asked me tho hide for him. I found a spot a few blocks from home
in Chicago next to the parking lot of St Eugene church. It was a heavily wooded strip between the parking
lot and homes. Access from Foster Av was almost impossible but there was a break in the fence at the
north end. I set up there with a Go-Radio and a J-Pole 2m antenna on the end of a 10 ft piece of conduit
and vertically polarized. All 3 hunters heard me and we started the hunt at 8:02:43.
At 8:39:10 I saw Janet drive up with John and Tom. Tom finally found me at 8:43:02 coming in from the
easy way to the north for the win. Marty and Bill drove up several minutes later - waited for a transmission
and then came in the same way for 2nd at 8:52:30. At 8:59:20, Don who was within a few blocks gave up.
We met at Dino’s Pizza on Higgins east of Harlem Av. This was a popular ham spot in the 70s and 80s. I
found out that Janet drove John and Tom up Rt 83 to Irving Pk Rd east to Cumberland and north to the
Kennedy and back on residential streets into the parking lot at the church. Results:
1. Tom N9CBA, John WD9EXW, Janet
2. Marty N9LTE, Bill
DNF Don W9RA

Hide Spot

Hide Spot
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2nd Sat Foxhunt Report - July 12th, 2014 by Mike WA9FTS
Don W9RA got the 6 hunt teams off shortly after 8PM. It was a weak signal to the SW of the starting
point. Since I was unsure of the direction, I followed Charlie who has not been out on a hunt in
quite a while. Alexis and a friend, Randy rode along. All the hunters initially took Belmont Rd
south . We took Maple west to 53 and then south to Hobson Rd west to College Rd north. As I past
the Country House restaurant, I thought it would be the place to meet after the hunt. We met there
on the 2nd Sat hunt in June. Charlie must have not ventured far as he got out and headed with
Alexis to the College Rd Park. Alexis found Don at the Gazebo on the east side of the SE lake (there
were two lakes) for the win. He was using a vertical on a metal pan up in the roof area. I made the
mistake of going up to Abbeywood Dr and into the Condo complex (15 mph and speed bumps
every 100 ft). I got lost and never recovered. Matt and Patty did much better and claimed 2nd. Tony,
hunting without an external antenna and using Don’s method of getting out to take readings,
finished 3rd. Marty and Bill, who I early into the hunt saw on College Rd took 4th place and John
and Tom, who won last week, finished 5th. I called Don to end the hunt as a DNF. Results:
1. Charlie KB9DIM, Alexis N9VRA, Randy
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
3. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill, Jeanell
5. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
DNF Mike WA9FTS
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Gazebo

CFMC 2M Foxhunt - July 19th, 2014 by Mike WA9FTS
Tony AA9CC had a very strong test transmission that all 5 hunt teams heard. He then started us out
with a much weaker but hearable signal (50w vs 15w) to the SSW. I headed south on I355 with Matt
KC9SEM and we turned west on Boughton Rd to Washington St. We both drove past the DuPage
River Sports Complex and then came back and into the parking lot. Matt parked at the first spot he
could find to park and I went to the end and parked. I got out and ran past the two baseball games
being played and in to the woods. I came back out and met Matt. We both took a walking trail into
the woods and followed it around for about a half mile. Up to this point we did not see any other
hunters. Tony came on with a transmission and Matt went to the west into the woods off the trail and
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I was right behind him. He scored with me a few seconds behind. We stayed for a few minutes and
then left for the parking lot. We got back to Patty and then saw Marty Bill and Tom coming back from
the woods. Tom secured third and Mary and Bill got 4th. Don, who was close by, decided to DNF and
head for the Patio south on Weber Rd in Bolingbrook. We later found out that John and Tom took 355
to Maple and then to College Rd. Marty and Bill took 355 to 55 and then to Weber north.
Tony was in the woods to the west of the DuPage River Sports Complex near the DuPage River. He
parked his car on the west side and took a bridge over to find his hiding spot. He was using a beam
up about 35 ft high.
Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mac
2. Mike WA9FTS
3. Tom N9CBA, John WD9EXW, Janet
4. Marty N9LTE, Bill
DNF Don W9RA

Info from Tony AA9CC
Hiding Spot: 41.714371, -88.135866
Page 4

Chicagoland Foxhunters Report!

!

!

!

!!

July 2014

34 Foxhunt - July 26, 2014 by Mike WA9FTS
For the second day, the promise of heavy rain did not happen. It went across the center of Illinois
instead. We had a perfect evening for a hunt. Three hunt teams took off at 8:03 PM. This was planned
to be a short hunt as I found, with the help of Tom N9IHZ, a place in Addison behind the old and
abandoned Fuddrucker’s on IL 53. Tom dropped me off and I found a small pond behind
Fuddrucker’s next to the water. I used a 2M J-Pole on a 10 ft conduit and my GO radio running 25w.
The “Foxtail”, used for many decades on the 34 hunt was brought out of retirement. It was lost for
about 20 years and then found found by one of the hunters. The first to drive in was Tony. He took a
chance on walking into a small clearing of the brush and found me when he got about 2 ft away. Joan
joined him for a pix of the win. Shortly after I heard a lot of rustling of brush in the direction of
Fuddrucker’s. John emerged to claim 2nd place about 90 sec after Tony. Last to arrive was Patty and
Jacob from the same direction as Tony as Matt was caught up in the overgrowth that John pushed his
way through. We all headed for Aurelio’s on Lake St. Results:
1. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY - 8:30PM
2. John WD9EXW Tom N9CBA, Janet - 8:32PM
3. Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Matt KC9SEM, Mac - 8:36PM

Hide Spot

Fuddrucker
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1st

Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM
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Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox

July 2014
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

Next hunt - Mar 30, 2013

Hunter

1st

2nd

KC9SEM / N9PLS

8

4

N9LTE /Bill

0

7

9/8

3

W9RA

2

0

WA9FTS

0

4

WD9EXW/N9CBA

7

7

N9JPG / KD9AHH

0

1

KD9AUM

2

0

KB9DIM / N9VRA

1

0

00

00

AA9CC/KC9QQY

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.

