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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the SRO’s CFAR repeater. There were hunts
on the WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on
146.34 MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR Foxhunt - May 4,2013 - by Matt KC9SEM
Patty and I started off in downtown Naperville, looking for a spot to hide a few hours before the
hunt. We had decided that a small wooded area between two buildings would be suitable for fox like
status (41.779818, -88.161652). I was using a 25 foot painters pole with a 12 by 12 inch metal plate
on top serving as a ground plain for my 1/4 wave mag-mount. I wanted to use 10 watts but the
hunters could not hear me at the start point so I bumped it to 35 watts. I believe that the signal was
still weak at the start point but majority could here, so the hunt was underway. John (WD9EXW) was
first on the seen about 47 minutes in to the hunt. He quickly scored and most hunters gathered around
the parking lot just to my east as other hunters came in. We had munchies at Portillo's on Ogden in
Naperville.
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. Mike WA9FTS, Tom N9IHZ
4. Marty KB9SMR, Bill
5. Don W9RA
6. Kevin N9JPG, Sharyl, Mason, Abby, Sonja

http://maps.google.com/maps?
f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Naperville,
+IL&aq=0&oq=Naper&sll=26.142036,-81.79481&sspn=
0.273067,0.401001&vpsrc=6&g=Naples,
+FL&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=Naperville,+DuPage,
+Illinois&ll=41.779726,-88.161581&spn=0.000627,0.00
0783&t=h&z=21

DNF Charlie KB9DIM
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2nd Sat Hunt - May 11, 2013 by Marty KB9SMR & Bill
We decided to make the 2nd Saturday hunt a bit easier but needed to add a few variants to give a
little challenge. We selected the hiding spot at 41°46'14.67"N LAT / 88° 9'41.70"W LONG.
This is the back lot of the VFW post 3873 in Naperville IL. This is the post that sponsors our Boy
Scout Troop and we decided to setup shop in the scout trailer. I had a quad directional beam
pointed 180 degrees AWAY from the start point since it was only 6.7 miles line of site. The
antenna was atop a 20 foot fiberglass mast with transmit power of 5 watts. All but one hunter was
able to copy at the start. About 40 minutes into the hunt we heard Mike's van come to a squealing
stop just outside the trailer. Here was the order of arrivals knocking on the trailer side:
1 John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA & Janet
2 Tony AA9CC & Joan KC9QQY
3 Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob & Mackenzie
4 Mike WA9FTS
5 Charlie KB9DIM
I think reflections drove the hunters in circles until they were right on top of us. Even though we
had a bulls eye posted at the parking lot entrance, no one actually entered there. They all came in
from the rear of the lot along the river. We then headed to Portillo's on Ogden for eats and drinks.
https://maps.google.com/maps/ms?
msid=214969627811182387232.0004dc8b0203d7a213c38&
msa=0&ll=41.771004,-88.161539&spn=0.002676,0.003578
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Dayton Foxhunting Competition - May 11th, 2013 - by Mike WA9FTS
The Foxhunt/ARDF seminar was presented by Dick WB4SUV, Bob WA6EZV and Brian K4BRI on
Friday. They discussed the use of a variety of equipment used for VHF mobile and on-foot hunts and
ADRF-style hunts. Dick acknowledged the Chicago hunters who go out every Saturday night. They
also announced a foxhunt competition on Saturday afternoon at Sinclair Park starting around 4 PM.
Hunters were allowed to hunt alone or team up. Twenty-six low power transmitters were hidden
and it was up to the hunters to find them and mark the alphanumeric tag on a scoring sheet. For the
2nd year in a row, Matt KC9SEM came out the winner - this time with 19 transmitters found. Thanks
to Dick, Bob and Brian for putting on such a great seminar and hunt event. You help to make the
Dayton weekend a really enjoyable experience.

The entrance to Sinclair Park

The team is ready to hunt.
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Last year’s 2nd (WA9FTS)
and 1st (KC9SEM) place
individual hunters.
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Hunters out looking for the
hidden transmitters.

The hunters await the results.

The scores are in.

34 Hunt (146.34MHz) - May 25, 2013 by Marty
KB9SMR with Bill and Joey
We decided to head out south to New Lenox since I had a
scheduled anniversary party earlier in the day out there.
Initially we setup at the New Lenox train station but got
concerned when I was unable to trip the CFAR repeater
from our hiding spot. We proceeded further north to the
intersection of I355 and I80. The elevation was at least
50 feet higher and we were able to now hit CFAR (even
though that was not required). We nestled into a dead
end road under construction behind the new Silver Cross
hospital. Matt KC9SEM was barely able to hear us even
though I heard him just fine. We were transmitting 75
watts into the 2m yagi beam with vertical polarization.
We repositioned and finally they had a faint signal. Line
of sight we were about 35 miles but it was damp and
drizzly. Although there was a direct road right from the
exit ramp off 355, many hunters chose to drag through
the muddy fields surrounding us. Here were the final
standings:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
2. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mackenzie
3. Rich KA9R
4. Don W9RA
5. Mike WA9FTS
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Bob WA6EZV tallies up the
scores.

Matt KC9SEM presented with
the prize for 1st place from Dick
WB4SUV.

Matt KC9SEM is
congratulated by
his father-in-law
John WD9EXW
and his wife Patty
N9PLS.

After hearing all the complaints that we were
non legible until almost I55 I decided to take a
closer look at my antenna. Turns out there was
a bad mechanical connection on one of the
driver elements. Sorry for the fluctuating
signals, but that makes it a bit more
challenging for you experts!
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John and Tom needed to repair their antenna before the hunt. There was plenty of help available.
Jacob and his
sister
Mackenzie
ready for
another hunt.

Marty was having
a good time
waiting for the
hunters to arrive to a direct path that
nobody took.

Location of Marty, Bill and Joey
Use Google and type in:
41.54295, -8797975

We all gathered at the New
Lenox Portillo’s.
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM
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Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox

May 2013
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

Next hunt - Jun 29, 2013

Hunter

1st

2nd

Tony AA9CC

6

5

Joan KC9QQY

6

4

Tom N9CBA

4

6

John WD9EXW

4

6

Matt KC9SEM

3

2

Marty KB9SRM

5

4

Mike WA9FTS

0

1

Charlie KB9DIM

0

1

Don W9RA

0

0

Patty ex KC9YQM - N9PLS

2

2

Kevin N9JPG

1

0

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.
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