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Publication of the Saturday Night 2M Fox Hunts of the Chicagoland Foxhunters

Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started 
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the 
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the 
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34 
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR,  CMFC and two simplex hunts.
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CFAR 2M Foxhunt - May 3, 2015 by Tony 
AA9CC w/ Joan KC9QQY

It was a beautiful spring May day and I decided 
to hide in a different direction than usual. I 
remembered a spot that I had scoped out a few 
years back, unfortunately it was fenced off 
when we got there and the secondary spot was 
also inaccessible. We drove north to a dead end 
street with a path at the end of it. I walked the 
area and it seem like a reasonable spot with a 
bike trail and an old rail bead diverging from 
Bryn Mawr. We drove around to the east side to 
set up, about 2 miles around. I used the new 
Octopus antenna atop the fiberglass masts at 37 
feet, it got somehow turned and was pointing 
45 degrees up, which I fixed around the 5th 
transmission. The hunters had a weak signal, so 
I upped the power from 5 to 30 watts. Two bats 
were flying aerobatic maneuvers in the twilight 
around the antenna and up and down the rail 
bed. It was a long hunt and Matt finally found 
me around 9:30 and John at 9:45. Don gave up 
at 9:00, driving with a south reading out of the 
starting lot . The correct reading was 241 
degrees. After some confusion we met at Sally's 
on Harlem.

1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob and Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA and Janet
DNF Don W9RA
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May 2015 Kankakee Fox Hunt report - May 10, 2015 by Tony AA9CC

It was World Wide fox hunt weekend and I decided to go the the Kankakee hunt. After being talked in to the start 
point at the Meadow View shopping center, I met the hunters. A nice bunch. The hunt is on the input to the Kars 
repeater, 146.34, starting at 11 am and is a mileage hunt with a 2 hour time limit. The fox must be in his car on 
publicly accessible land. This is because to some of the older hunters would have a hard time bush whacking. 
Transmissions are 90 seconds apart. There were 5 hunt teams, though some have been hunting for years, the 
equipment was not very advanced. One team had a roof rack with a 5 element yagi, a driver, a DF operator and a 
navigator. The navigator had a large, 2 by 3 foot paper map of the county on a swinging desk top with the river 
crossings highlighted. The DF operator had an in line Kay 0 to 60 dB attenuator. The other teams had a mast in the 
stuck in the door handle and protruding through the window with either a 2 element quad or 3 element yagi. One 
team took reading on foot with a tape measure beam. JR rode with me, I forget his call, a newbee to fox hunting, he 
knew the area and made a good navigator. The fox had a strong signal at the start, 10 db over 9. But I was getting 
reflections off the 4 story glass building adjacent to the lot. We left in what I thought was a southerly direction, but 
was actually east. On the second transmission I still could not get a bearing and the signal was intermittent, it turns 
out the inner conductor had broken at the BNC connection. I got a bearing with the ground gear and drove on. We 
pulled over and troubleshoot, finding the broken connection. JR had the idea of putting the sniffer directly on the 
antenna, and we got our first good bearing, SSE. We drove on and I spotted a house with a tower with HF and VHF 
beams and decided to knock on the door to see if I could borrow a solder iron from the ham. The guy that answered 
the door was a bit distrusting and said he was not an Ham, but bought the house with the antennas. So much for that. 
I chose a road that went south east instead of south, figuring the fox would be between them. We drove over 57 and 
stopped at a church lot, the bearing was south west, and two lines converged on the opposite side of the river. JR told 
me the shortest route around, which I confirmed on the GPS. We drove directly to the fox, making two more 
bearings on the way. He was parked in a silver car at River Park, 8.4 miles on the trip odometer. We though we 
would be last, spending so much time on the antenna 
connection, and driving on the wrong side of the river, but 
only one hunter was before us and he had 14 miles. Soon 
the other hunters showed up one by one, 16.4, 14.5, 12.4 
It seems that while we were parked fixing the connection,
the other hunters were driving. We won.  Munchies was at 
the Pizza Dough. Next hunt is in two weeks , May 30th. 
AA9CC is hiding.

http://www.w9az.com/foxhunt_main.html
Yahoo Maps:    http://yahoo.it/1zUmzvw

Tony  AA9CC

2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - May 9, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS

The forecast was for rain all day but that did not happen. Three hunt teams showed up to find Matt and 
Patty. Matt started the hunters out with a reasonably strong signal to the NW. I was trying out my new 
rack with my new Jeep. Paul N9LXF did the driving. All three of us took Finley Rd north to Butterfield 
and then north on 355. I later found out Tony got off at Army Trail Rd and went west to Gary Av. Paul 
and I chose Lake Street and went north also on Gary Rd. I thought for sure they were hiding at a park so 
Paul and I checked out a couple without success. We went back to an industrial area and parked. We saw 
Tony and Joan drive by but waited for a transmission. I ran in the direction that Tony drove to and saw 
John walk past me to find Matt and Patty behind bushes on a driveway. I came back to end the hunt. It 
was a 1-2-3 finish and we were off to Pilot Pete’s at the Schaumburg Airport.

http://www.w9az.com/foxhunt_main.html
http://www.w9az.com/foxhunt_main.html
http://www.w9az.com/foxhunt_main.html
http://www.w9az.com/foxhunt_main.html
http://yhoo.it/1zUmzvw
http://yhoo.it/1zUmzvw


Page 3

Chicagoland Foxhunters Report! ! ! !        ! !    May 2015   

Results:
1. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, 

Janet
3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF

Mat & Patty
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Dayton 2015 Foxhunt Competition - May 16th - by Mike WA9FTS
It rained hard at times earlier but, in spite of the wet conditions, the weather cooperated. The transmitters 
(about 22) were checked out and put in interesting places to fool the hunters. They had an hour to find as 
many as they could and mark up their sheets with the code on each device. A very light rain was enough 
to wet the sheet making it hard to keep in one piece. At the end the totals were made clear. Matt KC9SEM 
found 16 transmitters to win for the 4th year in a row. Also impressive was Patty N9PLS who found 10 to 
secure 2nd place. Matt & Patty took the two top spots along with their future hams - Jacob and Mac. 
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34 2M Foxhunt - May 23, 2015 - By Mike WA9FTS

It was expected that Tony AA9CC was going to plan a difficult 
hunt and he did not disappoint. Since I only had a sniffer, I was 
the only one who did not have a strong signal at the start. It was 
coming from the south. All three hunt teams headed east to 83 
and south. Eventually we all made it to 80 and 45. Which side 
was Tony on. We picked the north side and found that the John/
Tom/Janet team beat us. We turned around and headed for the 
south side. The GPS said to tale Jodi Rd - mistake. We should 
have taken Hickory Creek Dr. By the time we recovered John 
was out on foot and found a small bridge over a creek to find 
Tony for 2nd. Matt had already won. They took 83 south to 45 - 
a perfect route! I headed on foot SW and back again to end the 
hunt. Paul arrived a few minutes later. The hunt was over. Don, 
who was hunting unofficially, headed to Red Robin. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Tom, N9CBA, Janet
3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
Unoff Don W9RA

Pix taken by Tony before it got dark.
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5th Sat 2M Foxhunt - May 30, 2015 - by Mike WA9FTS

Matt KC9SEM and Patty N9PLS, along with Jacob and Mac, had the hunters start at the WoodDale 
starting point. The hunt started at 8 PM and Matt assured all the hunters that he would have twice as 
many transmissions but the power levels will vary. He was not kidding as latter I found out power 
varied between 3 and 200 watts to a 5/8 vertical. The hunt stared out with a strong signal to the SW. 
The hunters took 290/355 south. Only Tony and Joan got off at Army Train Rd. The rest of us got off at 
North Av. Paul and I went west and then north on Schmale Rd and up to Army Trail Rd. Tony certainly 
had the advantage. We overshot by a block and took Cardinal Rd to Brandon Ct next to a large water 
tower. We had to go to the next street east which was Quincy Ct. We got out and tore through some 
heavy brush. I was very reluctant to go down a steep hill to the RR tracks. We were heard first by Matt 
before he was found. Eventually I slid down the hill on my butt and saw John running parallel to the 
RR tracks in front of me. They parked at the end of Brandon Ct. After getting back on my feet not more 
than about 20 ft to the right I saw Tony and John talking with Matt next to their vehicle.  It was a drive-
up hunt! The hunt was over. We met at Portillo’s at Bloomingdale and North Ave. Results:
1. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY   2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet  3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF

Google Maps: 41.930009, -88.086339 Matt & Patty

Quincy Ct
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VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we 
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses 
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start 
to finish.  

Saturday Start Time Starting Location Foxhunt Frequency

1st 8 PM Rt 83 north of St. 
Charles Rd, Elmhurst 
across from KMart

147.750 MHz

CFAR input

2nd   8 PM  Downers Grove Fitness 
& Rec Center parking 
lot off Belmont Rd south 
of Odgen Av

146.565 MHz

3rd 8 PM Centennial Park, 
Addison  0.4 miles south 
of Lake St

146.160 MHz

CFMC input

4th 8 PM WoodDale Jr HS 
parking lot, south of 
Sievert Rd between 
Thorndale Rd and 
Irving Pk Rd,

146.340 MHz

5th 8 PM TBD by the fox KC9SEM 
Next hunt - May 30, 
2015

TBD by the fox
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Hunter 1st 2nd

 KC9SEM / N9PLS 6/6 5/5

 N9LTE /Bill 1/1 3/2

 AA9CC/KC9QQY 8/5 4/3

W9RA 0 0

 WA9FTS 1 0

 WD9EXW/N9CBA 4/4 7/7

 0 0

 0 0

 0 0

0 0

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results


