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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the SRO’s CFAR repeater. There were hunts
on the WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on
146.34 MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR Fox Hunt, October 5th, 2013 by Tony AA9CC
I stumbled across this spot a few years ago when Charlie was hiding in an enclosed fenced area on the other side of
the water treatment plant. I thought of it when I cycled near by this morning. The ground was still fairly firm and I
was able to drive in. Power was 5 watts through 50 feet of RG 8 foam coax, with 2 dB loss gives 3 watts at the
antenna. The antenna was a 2x2 array atop 7 sections of 5 foot green army surplus fiberglass mast. Weather was
overcast with chance of more rain. John, W9EXW was, as expected, first to find me at 8:51, he seems to do well in
this area. Following 10 seconds later was Matt, KC9SEM. If Matt won the hunt, he would be tied for first place, and
would hide for the next 4 hunts. Don gave up near 33rd street, with reflections to the north. Mike gave up while on
I294 for the second time, unable to find the road in. Marty and son with friend and Bill decided not to walk in from
Joilet Rd. Munchies were at Bakers Square across from the Patio on Rt 83.
Results:
1 Tom N9CBA, John WD9EXW, Janet, Matt
2 Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob & Mackenzie
dnf Don W9RA
dnf Mike WA9FTS
dnf Marty N9LTE (formerly KB9SMR), Bill, Joey & AJ
Hiding Spot:
https://maps.google.com/maps?
daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.
900388
&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&s
spn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=
19&z=17
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2nd Sat Foxhunt - 146.565 MHz - Oct 12, 2013 by Matt KC9SEM
I was at this Home Depot earlier in the day and spotted the creek in the back of the building. I
decided to hide on the other side of the creek to make it harder for the hunters to score, I used a
tape measure beam on a pole about 25 feet tall. Using 5 watts, the hunters were able to hear me
and I released the hounds at 8:06pm. Tony was first in the scene with Bill short on his heals. We
ate at Red Robin on RT 34.
1.) Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2.)Bill & Marty N9LTE
3.)Tom N9CBA, John WD9EXW, Janet and Matt
4.)Kevin and Family N9JPG
5.)Don W9RA

Hiding Spot: Google Earth
41.693372, -88.319948

CFMC Foxhunt - Oct 19, 2013 by Matt KC9SEM
Patty and I had dropped the kids off with Grandpa and Grandma in the afternoon. Our thought was
to hide in the woods but it started to rain. We were looking for spots to hide in the vehicle when the
rain stopped. Now we were looking at a spot we had scoped earlier in the year but found that
someone put up a gate and padlocked it. With about 45 minutes to start time, we stumbled on a
walking bridge across the fox river in Saint Charles,41.917083, -88.317204. I was using a 3
element tape measure beam just sitting in a tree next to us but the hunters were not able to hear
us. I moved the beam to a higher tree and had Patty transmit while I was holding it. Using 75
watts, the hunters reported the signal week but they could hear it . The hounds were released at
8:16pm. I am not sure who was first on the scene but Tom answered a phone call directly above
us on the bridge. Tony suddenly jumped off the bridge and shortly scored. John came in about a
minute later. We had munchies at Salerno's Pizza just south of our position.
1) Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2) John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet and Matt
3) Bill & Marty N9LTE
4) Mike WA9FTS
5) Don W9RA
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34 Foxhunt - 146.34 MHz - by Mike WA9FTS
It was a raw fall evening and Matt KC9SEM hid for the third weekend in a row. Matt gave the hunters a
good signal to start the hunt. We all headed south on I-355. The EXW/CBA team got off at North. I was
in the exit ramp and at the last moment, changed to Roosevelt. I quickly realized this was mistake. Two
other hunt teams made the same mistake. Don W9RA went south on Addison Rd. Janet drove the
EXW/CBA team to her house. The win was a foregone conclusion. I went south on Main St and into a
residential area. I was only two blocks from Matt but drove away to the east. I little while later I drove
up to the QTH of WD9EXW in Glenn Ellyn. Three of the hunt teams were there to great me. I went off
into the back year of John EXW and then realized I forgot my flashlight. I brought a new and much
smaller camera which wa a good idea. I could not see in the dark and every time I used the flash, I was
night blinded. Eventually I made it through the black gate to the field next door and staggered through
the brush and fallen tree logs to find Matt and Patty. Don W9RA gave up and we all headed to Portillo’s
west on North Av. Matt was using a tape measure beam about 12 ft high and running 5W. A few of the
hunters saw the bullseye out on the road. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet, Matt, Jacob, Mackenzie
2. Tony AA9CC
3. Marty N9LTE, Bill

Hiding Spot:

4. Mike WA9FTS

Google - 41.89680, -88.05690

5. DNF Don W9RA
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8 PM
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5th

8 PM

I

!A

!C

L

U

B

!!

Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Golf
Club parking lot off
Belmont Rd south of
Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox

October 2013
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

Next hunt - Aug 31,
2013
Hunter

1st

2nd

Tony AA9CC

12

10

Joan KC9QQY

12

8

Tom N9CBA

8

10

John WD9EXW

8

10

Matt KC9SEM

9

8

Marty N9LTE x-KB9SRM

7

4

Mike WA9FTS

0

6

Charlie KB9DIM

0

1

Don W9RA

1

0

Patty ex KC9YQM x- N9PLS

7

6

Kevin N9JPG

2

0

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we
have to get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses
one in the vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start
to finish.
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