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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Oct 3, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS
Fox - Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
We had 4 hunt teams and Don W9RA hunting unofficially starting from Park Ridge. Matt had a weak
signal from the start and several of the hunters asked for a better and stronger signal. Matt said he would
try and several of the hunters were happy. I thought it sounded the same and later Matt admitted he did
nothing to increase the signal. I got a weak signal to the WSW and when the hunters left, I heard nothing.
The other three hunters took off east on North Av and, foolishly, we followed. Eventually I caught up with
them and passed. This seemed weird as they normally travel quite fast. I did not hear Matt and, in the
end, Charlie quit due to not hearing Matt. Paul and I decided to turn around at Harlem Av and head back
west. The remaining teams turned around west of 1st Av to the west. We still did not hear anything until
we got just east of Rt 83 on North Av - it was WSW. We tried for 290E to get us to Roosevelt but missed it
and got on 294N. This took us to York Rd and we went south to Roosevelt. The other teams headed west
on North Av to 83 and then Roosevelt west. We overshot Matt and Patty to Town Rd and then straight
back to Commerce Dr to find Matt and Patty behind a building in their F250. Too late - We were third with
John and Tom claiming 1st and Marty/Bill acquiring 2nd. All three official hunt teams came in within 5
min of one another. The surprise of the night was Don, hearing the signal from CFAR, noticed a hum and
determined that the Lisle receive site was up and headed that way. He found Matt and Patty first unofficially. A great performance anyway! Matt was running 50 w to the antenna on the F-250. We headed
to Giordano’s in Glenn Ellyn on Roosevelt Rd. Results:
Unoff: Don W9RA

1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet

2. Marty N9LTE, Bill

3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF

DNF Charlie KB9DIM
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Fox - Tom N9CBA and John WD9EXW

Tom got the 5 hunt teams off with a reasonably strong signal to the NE. Most of the hunters took Finley
to Butterfield and then on to 355 north. Four of the hunt teams got off at Thorndale near the 34 starting
point. The teams of Matt/Patty, Tony/Joan and Marty/Bill went to WoodDale Rd and south to School St.
Paul and I took MIttel to WoodDale and then south to Irving Park. We wanted to avoid the Salt Creek
and the small pond. We went to Prospect and then east on Industrial Dr to the end. We checked out the
dead end but there was nothing but “No Trespassing” signs. They could not be there. As we drove back
west, Tom transmitted and we got a 7 to the north. We pulled into a driveway next to a building and got
out. Paul checked out the cars in the next lot and I waited
for another transmission. It led me to the back of the parking
lot and into the woods. I found Tom and John lying on the
ground. I stayed with them and noticed flashlights behind
Tom and John. The other hunters found themselves on the
north side of the Salt Creek and could not get across. About
20 min later Tony arrived after walking east and then across
the RR tracks - a long way to go. It was another 15 min and
Matt arrived. He brought Jacob and Mac back and I took a
picture of the 5 of them. Marty and Bill gave up with Don
ending the hunt 2 min later. We went to the White Cottage
for the munch. Results:
1. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF @ 8:46
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY @ 9:09
3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac @ 9:24
4. Don W9RA @ 9:26
DNF Marty N9LTE, Bill
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X

Tom and John were on the ground by the X.
CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Oct 17, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS Fox - Tom N9CBA & John WD9EXW
There were 4 hunt teams that started out with a weak signal to the SSW. Most of the hunters took 355
south. Matt and Patty got off at 55 while Paul and I got off at 88 and Naperville Rd south. We had a few
bad readings with no front/back indication. Matt/Patty and Tony/Joan came up Naperville Rd from 55
to Royce Rd and to a dirt road by an electrical installation. They found Tom and John with Matt securing
the win just ahead of Tony. Tom and John were again on the ground running 30w to a tape measure beam
up about 18ft. We found the road and scored right away but for 3rd. Don was already heading for That
Burger Joint. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
2. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
3. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
4. DNF Don W9RA
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X

Tom and John were hiding by the X

Coords: 41.715564, -88.117596

34 2M Foxhunt - Oct 24, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS Fox - Matt KC9SEM and Patty N9PLS
There was three hunt teams and Matt started them out with a weak signal to the SW. Unfortunately, I
got a reading to the NE and headed in that way. The other hunters took off west and south. Eventually,
Paul and I headed west and then north. We knew something was wrong when we got a good signal that
lasted 2 sec and then was gone. In the mean time, John and Tom, with Janet at the wheel, took 355 south
to Boughton and then to 75th. Shortly they got to 95th and 59 and then to Neuqua Valley High School.
They found Matt and Patty behind a garage near 4 baseball fields for the win. Don W9RA gave up while
Paul and I were heading home. The group met at Giordono’s on Rt 59. Several days later I found a cable
that was the cause of the lost signal and replaced it. We expect better results on the 5th Sat hunt. Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
DNF Don W9RAA
DNF Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF

X

Matt and Patty by the X
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5th Sat 2M Foxhunt - Oct 31, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS Fox - Tom N9CBA and John WD9EXW
The hunt was on Halloween and it was raining most of the day. Finally it stopped and the kids came
out to get their candy. It misted a little on the way to the starting point which was the 34 regular spot.
The hunt frequency was 146.34 and the hunt started shortly after 8PM with 4 hunt teams. The signal
was coming from the SE with the hunters taking 355 south and getting off at North Av. We should
have taken 290E. Paul and I had to stop on North Av to tighten the roof rack as it was slipping back.
Don tool 290E and got off at St Charles Rd. We took Mannheim to St. Charles Rd and noted some
dead end roads on either side of a RR tracks. We went up to the tracks and got a reading to the other
side. Matt/Patty and Marty/Bill got the same reading. Don did not and found John and Tom at the
end of Davis from St Charles Rd. They were behind a building next to the RR tracks. We got a
reflection off the RR cars as did the other hunters. We all spent too much time around the trucking
company lot. We knew we were close as Don K9VGJ and Jo showed up. They live close by and, in the
past Don was a hunter we tried to beat. We finally realized that we had to get to the south side of the
tracks. Marty and Bill did this early and came in 2nd. Matt and Patty were ahead of us and secured
3rd and we ended the hunt less than a minute later. We met at Portillo’s on Rt 83. Results:
1. Don W9RA
2. Marty N9LTE, Bill
3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS
4. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
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Tom and John were by the X in Tom’s Toyota Rav4.
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Saturday
1st

!

!

Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

Hunter

!

!!

Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Fitness
& Rec Center parking
lot off Belmont Rd south
of Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles south
of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox Don
W9RA Next hunt - Jan
30th

October 2015
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

1st

2nd

13/13

5/5

N9LTE /Bill

1/1

7/5

AA9CC/KC9QQY

9/6

7/6

0

2

4/3

3/3

12/12

9/9

0

1/1/1/1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

KC9SEM / N9PLS

W9RA
WA9FTS/N9LXF
WD9EXW/N9CBA
N9JPG,KC9ZLS,KD9AAH,KD9BLP

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.
To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au
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