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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Sep 3rd, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS
Before the hunt, there was no indication it would be one of the strangest and memorable hunt. Matt
KC9SEM and Jacob would hide with Patty N9PLS and Mac close by. We had five hunt teams to start the
hunt. Matt’s test signals were weak and not heard by hunters in spite of trying to increase the signal. We
started with two hunters hearing and 3 not sure. All the hunters headed north and west except Pete who
took North Av west. John, Janet & I, along with the other three took I290 to the Elgin-O’Hare on to Lake
St and south on 39. Marty took I290 and on to I355 south to Army Trail and south on County Farm Rd.
Pete took North (held up by police checking on drunk drivers) to 59 to 56 and past Eola Rd and to the
local hHigh school and then zeroed in on the construction area but on the other side of a large and steep
hill. We came off Diehl Rd past bulldozers and to the end of a paved road. Surprise awaited us as Tony
came up to our minivan and told us he was hunting unofficially and his car was off the road and stuck in
the mud. John and I got out of the car to find Matt. John went one way and I headed to some large
equipment with shovels with Tony who did not have ground gear. I ran past a shovel and back to find
Matt and Jacob in the front end amazingly for the win. Two minutes later John arrived and then we
waited for other hunters to arrive. We spotted a flashlight on top of the hill and then behind us at ground
level. It was Pete who did not want to climb down the steep hilt night. He was 2nd. Shortly a car arrived
and it was Marty. He took off on foot to make it for 3rd. We discussed the problem with Tony’s car and
Marty remembered he had a chain in his car which was able to pull Tony’s car out to the street. Don
asked where the munch spot was. After some discussion, it was decided that , since it was getting late,
Baker’s Square would be the choice. Shortly Tom drove up and, with ground gear, walked past Matt up
the hill. He soon found out that he needed to go back to were he was and this ended the hunt. Matt was
running 75W to a vertical on top of the shove’s roof. It did not provide a good ground plane resulting in a
poor signal getting out. All the hunters had another problem getting out to Diehl Rd so we followed
Matt. Success! Results:
1. John WD9EXW, Mike WA9FTS, Janet
Unoff Tony AA9CC

4. Tom N9CBA

2. Pete K9PW

DNF Don W9RA

3. Marty N9LTE
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2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Sep 10th, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS and several of the hunters
Since I was on vacation and not at the hunt, I got information from John, Tom and Matt on what
happened. Don hid in Winfield at the SE corner of Geneva Rd and County Farm Rd along a
prairie path. Matt and Patty made it there for the win with Marty finishing 2nd, John getting 3rd
and Tom ending the hunt. Results:
1. Mat KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac

2. Marty N9LTE

3. John WD9EXW, Janet

4. Tom N9CBA
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Sep 17th, 2016 by Marty N9LTE
Hunted started out at 805 on Saturday night. Had problems making it into the repeater but we all know this is
due to the repeater's receive site(s) not being up to par. I transmitted 75w into a tape measure beam about 4 feet
above ground level. I think I still only had a 50% success rate for keying the repeater. Nonetheless all hunters
reported a marginally decent signal at the start point. Approximately 50 minutes later I saw Tony AA9CC drive
up. He shined his headlights on me and then turned off. He told me he decided to hunt unofficially from his
home. As soon as he arrived I had to start another transmission and Tony quickly drove away without asking
about munchies. Moments later I saw 2 vehicles driving up to the area. At 9:01 Tom N9CBA drove up for first
official place. As he drove off, the vehicle behind him stayed pointed towards me with blinding headlights. I
saw a flashlight walking over and talking with Tom who pulled off near the substation just behind me. About
ten minutes later and during another transmission, Oswego's finest dressed in black walked up shining a light
into the car. He saw I was obviously busy transmitting so I pout up a finger to signal "hold on". Once the
transmission ended I proceeded to chat with the officer. Tom filled him in as to what we were doing and I
reinforced the discussion. He did mention "your hunters are driving erratically" and that is what prompted him
to follow Tom up to the spot. So he asked how many more "of you people" are coming and explained someone
sitting in front of a substation with lights off tends to look suspicious. I congratulated him for finding me and
that I was glad to see my tax dollars at work!
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John, WD9EXW walked up about 917PM for 2nd. Apparently they were driving around Boughton and 95th for
about 15-20 min trying to track a disappearing signal. That amount of idle time cost them the difference between
1st and 2nd. Don W9RA came in with his notorious DNF about 9:30ish and Mat KC9SEM along with Mike
WA9FTS strolled up about 9:39 to score 3rd. Apparently they had some navigational errors near the end. Maybe
is was the new truck, or wait, maybe operator error. We'll never know. We proceeded to Giordano's in Oswego
for munchies. Jeanell surprised all with a last minute appearance. We closed the place and left about 11P.M.
Results:
1. Tom N9CBA

2. John WD9EXW, Janet

3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS,
Jacob, Mac

DNF Don W9RA

Marty was hiding at the red balloon.
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34 2M Foxhunt - Sep 24, 2016 by Mike WA9FTS
Before the hunt, an ex-hunter (10m AM) from the 50s stopped by. Ron K9IKZ and his wife Lynn
wanted to go along although they did not have the needed equipment. They would follow Matt’s
vehicle and join us afterwards. John WD9EXW started the hunters out with a weak signal to the NW.
Matt took 390 and Tom headed up 355 and 290 to 90 - a good move. Don may have gone west and
also on 390. We got off at Roselle Rd and to Higgins and took it to Barrington Rd. John’s signal kept
getting stronger. We heard Janet on the radio so they must be in their Caravan together. Tom got off
and Barrington Rd tried to determine the way into where John was. We took Shoe Factory Rd and
then back on Higgins and up on Hessell Rd to Pembroke Rd which went east just south of I90. We got
to the end of the paved road - a 6 on the sniffer straight east. We saw wet tire tracks heading into the
dirt road. This must be where John was hiding.Matt got out and I followed but went into heavy
brush. Matt continue on with growth almost covering the path. How could they drive through all
that? We found Janet in the Caravan but no John. I finally tore through the heavy brush and sound
John on the other side of a fallen sign. Matt had been there for the win. I headed back to find Ron and
Lynn with Tom driving up. Patty notice tons of burrs on my pants as we started to pull clumps off. I
had won the “Burr” award tonight. Tom drove in as far as he could and got 2nd. Don arrived and
when we told him it would be quite a walk, he asked where the restaurant was. We later found out
that Janet did walk to where John was hiding and transmitted from the hiding spot - then went back
to the Caravan. We headed to Chili’s on Higgins Rd. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
Unoff Ron K9IKZ, Lynn
2. Tom N9CBA

Page 5

WA6EZV

Chicagoland Foxhunters Report

September 2016

X

This should be close to where John hid.
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

Hunter

A

C

L

U

B

Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Fitness
& Rec Center parking
lot off Belmont Rd
south of Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles
south of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox N9LTE
& Bill Next hunt - Jul
30th

September 2016
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

1st

2nd

13/13

4/4

4

2

5/4

4/2

W9RA

2

0

WA9FTS

8

4

WD9EXW

7

13

K9PW

0

5

N9JPG/KC9ZLS/KD9AHH/KD9BLP

0

2/1/2/1

N9LXF

0

0

N9CBA

4

9

1/1

0

KC9SEM / N9PLS
N9LTE
AA9CC/KC9QQY

KC9DIM/N9VRA
5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.
To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au
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