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Two meter foxhunting in Chicago started in the early 1960s. One of the first hunts started
on 147.30 MHz. The starting point was in Des Plaines near the Centel Building. With the
introduction of 2 meter repeaters, it moved to the CFAR repeater. There were hunts on the
WAFAR, ACL and CFMC repeaters with a simplex hunt sponsored by the RAMS on 146.34
MHz. Now the lineup is on CFAR, CMFC and two simplex hunts.

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Sep 2nd, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS
John WD9EXW and Janet were the fox.It rained heavily before the hunt while I was at Matt and Patty’s
and then later just before the hunt. You can see Tom in his rain gear working on his antenna before the
hunt. John had a weak signal and had to change antenna and location due to the rain. When the hunt
started, the rain quit and we had a mostly dry hunt. Several hunters took North Av west and others,
including Matt and Pete took 290 to Lake St and south on Powis to the DuPage Co airport. The problem
was to find the street and dead end that John chose. It took a while although Tom made the right pick
early for the win. John and Janet were in a parking lot off the intersection of Howard and Arthur. A truck
was partially blocking the entrance to the parking lot. As we entered, Pete and John were arriving for
2nd. We got 3rd. Shortly Don arrive and Marty ended the hunt at 9:20. John was running 70w to a tape
measure beam. We went to Giordano’s nearby. Results:
1. Tom N9CBA - 8:49PM
2. Pete K9PW, John K9JK - 9:10PM
3. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS,
Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac - 9:10PM
4. Don W9RA - 9:14PM
5. Marty N9LTE - 9:20PM
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2nd Sat 2M Foxhunt - Sep 9th, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS
Four hunt teams awaited Tom N9CBA’s test and it was a strong one to the NW. Matt and Marty took
88 west and north. It soon became apparent that the staring point was a high elevation as Tom’s signal
dropped quite a bit. We overshot and went back east to a Panfish Park just south of Roosevelt Rd off
Park St. We earlier noted Marty heading east on Butterfield Rd. John and Janet were at the park and
John was off on foot. We got out and headed into the park. Part, Jacob and I rounded a heavilywooded bunch of trees. Matt went in and found Tom for the win. With John close, I headed in to find
Tom also. I quickly left and shortly John found Tom for 2nd. Shortly, another hunter arrived and went
in to find Tom. It was Don. Edelweiss was the munch spot and we headed there not knowing what
happened to Marty. Later Marty arrive and told us he finished at 8:53PM to end the hunt. Tom was
running 300mw to a yagi up 18ft pointed at the starting point. Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob, Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Don W9RA
4. Marty N9LTE
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CFMC 2M Foxhunt - Sep 16th, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS
Tony AA9CC surprised us with a strong signal to the SE. There were 5 hunt teams. Most of us
took 355 south and past Tony. We had to go back and east. Matt’s team went north to Fullerton
and onto Jeffrey Dr to see Tom also there. We went off into the woods and up to the tracks and
down into very heavy weeds. I had trouble traveling 6 in at a time - tumbling about a dozen
times. Finally out in the clear I spotted Tom’s car next to a building and through short weeds
shoulder high and spotted Tony’s car. I found out I was 3rd with Tom winning and John ending
up 2nd. A transmission later Matt arrive and another transmission Marty collected 4th. Don
gave up and we all headed to Portillo’s on North Ave for the munch. Results:
1. Tom N9CBA
Jacob, Mac

2. John WD9EXW, Janet
3. Mike WA9FTS, Matt, KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS,
4. Marty
Unoff Don W9RA
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34 2M Foxhunt - Sep 23rd, 2017 by Marty N9LTE
It was a hot fall summer like evening and I really did not want to sit out in the weeds and get bit up but
also didn't want to make a simple drive up hunt either. So I decided to park close to I88 and transmitted
with the quad beam horizontally polarized facing due North and pushing 5 watts of power. Three out
of five hunters reporting a copy but weak. We saw 3 of the hunters drive past on I88 west about 8:30PM
but the first hunters did show up till about 8:55. Aside from Tom N9CBA, most of the hunters were
withing 5-10 minutes of each other. The order was:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Mike WA9FTS, Jacob. Mac - 8:55PM
2. Pete K9PW, John K9JK - 9:05PM
3. John WD9EXW, Janet - 9:15PM
4. Tom N9CBA - 9:40PM
Don W9RA - DNF 9:30PM
We went to Jason's Deli which had a close time of 10P. We were last to arrive and order food at 9:50 but
didn't get served till almost 10:15. The manager came and apologized for the long delay and ended up
comping the entire bill for Bill, Donna, Jeanell, and myself. Not a bad deal after all.
Marty
From the hunters perspective, we had a 2 o’clock reading facing south. It was a weak but readable signal
and we headed onto 355 south. Stronger readings indicted a direction closer to 1 o’clock so we took 88
west. Matt tried to time the transmissions with major roads so we could take the correct one when we
had to get off I88. John and Tom passed us and we then found Tom on the side of I88 just before IL59.
Marty was behind us and we thought Tom made the right move. Later we found out he thought we did
and continued on I88. We got off at Eola and went back to find ourselves on the wrong side of 88. Pete
and John were right there with us as we headed to Diehl Rd and the other side of I88. We drove around
on Center Pt Circle and behind a building to find Marty. We were surprised to be first. Jason’s Deli it
was as we drove off. Shortly after getting there, Pete and John arrive as they told us they were 2nd. Don
gave up when he found out the name of the restaurant. John and Janet showed up a few minutes later they were 3rd. Later Tom arrived with Marty and his gang. The best part of the night was after we left
Jason’s and chatted recalling previous hunts. Jacob and Mac were surprising Marty and others with long
weeds touching the back of our necks. It showed that we are a close-knit hunting family.
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Marty was in his car and two
other cars in his group.

5th Sat 2M Foxhunt - Sep 30th, 2017 by Mike WA9FTS
We had 4 hunt teams waiting to find John WD9EXW and Janet. Since Matt & Patty were camping out
for the weekend, I took my Jeep out for the first time since Oct of last year. . John gave us a weak
signal but the direction was to the south. I took WoodDale Rd south as the other hunters took 355 or
83. This was good moves. I eventually got on 355 to Ogden. Pete and John left 355 at Butterfield
which was the way to go. I found out I could get close but, being on the south of 88, I had to take
Highland around to Butterfield and in around restaurants. Pete and John has already found John and
Janet for the win and Tom arrived 3 minutes later for 2nd. As I arrived with a 7 on the sniffer, Don
was out of his truck and beat me by seconds for 3rd. John was using a tape measure beam up about
10 ft pointed to the starting point running 10-12 w. We went to The Patio at Highland and Butterfield.
Results:
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1. Pete K9PW, John K9JK - 8:37 PM
2. Tom N9CBA - 8:40 PM
3. Don W9RA - 9:11 PM
4. Mike WA9FTS - 9:11 PM
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Start Time
8 PM

2nd

8 PM

3rd

8 PM

4th

8 PM

5th

8 PM

Hunter

A

C

L

U

B

Starting Location
Rt 83 north of St.
Charles Rd, Elmhurst
across from KMart
Downers Grove Fitness
& Rec Center parking
lot off Belmont Rd
south of Odgen Av
Centennial Park,
Addison 0.4 miles
south of Lake St
WoodDale Jr HS
parking lot, south of
Sievert Rd between
Thorndale Rd and
Irving Pk Rd,
TBD by the fox K9PW/
K9JK Next hunt - Mar
31st

September 2017
Foxhunt Frequency

147.750 MHz
CFAR input
146.565 MHz

146.160 MHz
CFMC input
146.340 MHz

TBD by the fox

1st

2nd

KC9SEM / N9PLS

9/9

4/4

N9LTE/Bill

3/2

1

AA9CC/KC9QQY

6/0

2/1

W9RA

0

6

WA9FTS

9

6

WD9EXW. Janet

4

8

4/2

7/6

8

6

K9PW/K9JK
N9CBA

5th Saturday hunts are not included in hunt results

VK3YNG Sniffer
All of our hunter use the VK3YNG Sniffer when we have to
get out on foot to find the fox. WA9FTS uses one in the
vehicle also and W9RA uses his from start to finish.
To order: bryan@foxhunt.com.au
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