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Dilbert: The Knack
Thurs June 11th at the Salvation Army - Norridge - 7:30 - 9:00 PM
A hilarious Dilbert clip. "I'm
afraid your son has the
Knack - It's a rare condition
characterized by a extreme
intuition about all things
mechanical and electrical."

President’s Message
From	
  Da	
  Prez…
It’s	
  that	
  1me	
  again	
  when	
  I	
  put	
  my	
  ﬁngers	
  to	
  the	
  keyboard.	
  It	
  used	
  to	
  be	
  pu>ng	
  pen	
  to	
  
paper	
  but	
  the	
  keyboard	
  has	
  saved	
  many	
  trees	
  and	
  bo@les	
  of	
  whiteout.	
  Also	
  it	
  has	
  saved	
  my	
  
dic1onary	
  from	
  wearing	
  out.
We	
  (yes	
  that’s	
  we	
  as	
  we	
  were	
  many	
  SRO	
  members)	
  have	
  returned	
  from	
  our	
  annual	
  trek	
  to	
  
Dayton	
  Ohio	
  for	
  the	
  Hamfest.	
  I	
  arrived	
  early	
  Thursday	
  so	
  my	
  son	
  Cal	
  WA9KLF	
  and	
  I	
  could	
  
visit	
  the	
  Wright	
  Pa@erson	
  Air	
  Force	
  Museum.	
  They	
  are	
  in	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  adding	
  a	
  fourth	
  
building	
  (ﬁRh	
  if	
  you	
  count	
  the	
  missile	
  silo)	
  to	
  the	
  complex.	
  Cal	
  and	
  I	
  have	
  been	
  doing	
  this	
  for	
  
many	
  years	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  amazing	
  that	
  every	
  year	
  it	
  gets	
  bigger	
  and	
  redesigned.	
  Since	
  we	
  did	
  not	
  
spend	
  as	
  much	
  1me	
  on	
  the	
  displayes	
  we	
  had	
  already	
  seen	
  so	
  many	
  1mes	
  we	
  had	
  1me	
  to	
  go	
  
to	
  the	
  ﬁrst	
  airport	
  in	
  the	
  United	
  States,	
  Huﬀman	
  Prairie	
  Flying	
  Field,	
  where	
  the	
  Wrights	
  
taught	
  others	
  to	
  ﬂy.
The	
  next	
  three	
  days	
  we	
  were	
  in	
  the	
  rain	
  at	
  the	
  hamfest,	
  but	
  since	
  we	
  had	
  our	
  own	
  canopy	
  
we	
  stayed	
  fairly	
  dry	
  and	
  had	
  a	
  great	
  1me.
For	
  this	
  month	
  mee1ng	
  we	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  light	
  fare	
  for	
  our	
  entertainment.	
  	
  I	
  have	
  
some	
  Dilbert	
  cartoons,	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  star1ng	
  with	
  “ The	
  Knack”.	
  Its	
  actually	
  the	
  story	
  of	
  my	
  life	
  
and	
  how	
  I	
  became	
  a	
  ham	
  radio	
  operator.

Mike Shy
SRO Notes for April 30, 2015 (Or: A Buck for Your
Thoughts)
By Jim Hawes AA9DT
TONIGHT’S MEETING opens with the smack of the gavel.
After a recess for his costume change, President Mike
Leibovitz will also be our featured auctioneer. He is truly a man
of many disguises. (Sidebar: Note the blob of spirit gum that
firmly anchors his graying, auctioneer’s moustache. You’d
never know that a handlebar didn’t sprout from the man’s lip. Actually, this moustache was an acquisition at an
earlier auction: Mike combed through the artifacts and discovered this treasure. There followed a most contentious
round of bargaining. The deal was a tight shave. Mike won it by a whisker. One might well say that he prevailed
despite the hair-raising bearding. That is, bidding. Somehow Mike emerged from the sale without a haircut. You
might call that a shaggy dog story. We admit that the details are fuzzy. But just between fringe, the truth is neither
hair nor there. We were just gathering wool. Please excuse the stubble humor. We’ll have to coiffure on that later.)
TREASURER’S REPORT. Treasurer Mike Brost WA9FTS presents his report on the club’s financial health. SRO is
solvent. Further information is unavailable to the public. For members only, Mike will deliver an updated presentation
of treasury data at the upcoming June meeting.
ERROR . In the last issue of Mike Shy, we reported that our CPR and AED refresher program was a Red Cross
class. Actually it was a class by Emergency First Response.
BOARD MEETING NEWS. The Board of Directors met on Thursday, April 30. At this meeting, Jean signed
documents and became our new SRO trustee. Congratulations, Jean!
CLUB BUSINESS. This time, there is no old business. As to new business, we have two items. Our new member
George Haber W9GFH joins us tonight. Welcome, George! George holds a General Class license. He’s a member of
the DuPage Amateur Radio Club (DARC). He’s also interested in astronomy, a hobby that he shares with some of
our other members.
At the March AES Superfest, Fay Jacobson N9FA won a $25 certificate for Icom products. She‘s generously
donating this certificate to any member who can use it. The certificate is good at AES in Milwaukee. The certificate
expires June 21. (In case you’re interested in AES, here are the contact details: AES,5710 Good Hope Road,
Milwaukee, WI 53223; 800-558-0411.)
TONIGHT’S PROGRAM. The spring auction begins just after our business meeting. Mike WA9FTS brought many
items from the Jim Quinn K9JQ estate. (Our long-time friend Jim died in January. As recently as last November, Jim
hosted the SRO board at his home.)
NEXT TIME. Our next meeting will be on Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m. That night, we’ll again congregate at the
Salvation Army Citadel in Norridge. (This is a wonderful location. We deeply appreciate the Salvation Army’s
hospitality.) President Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF will present a special program from his collection. (Details about the
topic appear elsewhere in this newsletter.)

ROBOTS ASSEMBLE MOON BASE. JPL

researchers envision a base near the moon’s south pole.
There sunlight is constant and solar power is abundant.
Construction by a six-legged, spider-like robot would
proceed at Shackleton Crater. One leg of such robot
would have an attached 3D printer. The material for the
base would be lava rock from the crater. The robot could
excavate rock dust and melt it in a microwave oven
about as powerful as the one in many kitchens. By
sintering the dust into ceramics, the robot could construct
Lego-like tiles. From these blocks, the robot would
assemble the base. The resulting “SinterHab” shelter
could become a home away from home for human
astronauts. The problem for now is that the robot is
heavy. We don’t have a rocket with the necessary lift
power. Still, that’s one small step for robot kind. (Read
more at the reference for this story: http://goo.gl/a5kpV)
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June sky highlights

Although June nights are the shortest of the year
in the Northern Hemisphere, in 2015 they pack a
powerful punch. Venus and Jupiter will top most
observers’ lists by dominating the evening sky all
month. Keep a watch on the two brightest planets
as the weeks pass, and you’ll notice them pulling
closer. The drama builds to a stunning climax
when they pass within 0.3° of each other as the
calendar turns from June to July. But the thrills
don’t stop there. June also features Saturn just a
few weeks past its peak, Uranus and Neptune
coming into sharper focus after midnight, and
Mercury making a brief appearance before dawn.
Astronomy magazine subscribers have access to

the complete version of June’s The Sky this
Month at Astronomy.com. To learn about other
daily sky events, visit The Sky this Week.

FCC Eliminating Vanity Call Sign Fee
The FCC is dropping the regulatory fee to apply for an Amateur Radio vanity call sign. The change will not go
into effect, however, until required congressional notice has been given. This will take at least 90 days. As the
Commission explained in a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Report and Order, and Order (MD Docket 14-92 and
others), released May 21, it's a matter of simple economics.
"The Commission spends more resources on processing the regulatory fees and issuing refunds than the amount of
the regulatory fee payment," the FCC said. "As our costs now exceed the regulatory fee, we are eliminating this
regulatory fee category." The current vanity call sign regulatory fee is $21.40, the highest in several years. The
FCC reported there were 11,500 "payment units" in FY 2014 and estimated that it would collect nearly $246,100.
In its 2014 Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) regarding the assessment and collection of regulatory fees
for FY 2014, the FCC had sought comment on eliminating several smaller regulatory fee categories, such as those
for vanity call signs and GMRS. It concluded in the subsequent Report and Order (R&O) last summer, however,
that it did not have "adequate support to determine whether the cost of recovery and burden on small entities
outweighed the collected revenue or whether eliminating the fee would adversely affect the licensing process."
The FCC said it has since had an opportunity to obtain and analyze support concerning the collection of the
regulatory fees for Amateur Vanity and GMRS, which the FCC said comprise, on average, more than 20,000
licenses that are newly obtained or renewed, every 10 and 5 years, respectively.
"The Commission often receives multiple applications for the same vanity call sign, but only one applicant can be
issued that call sign," the FCC explained. "In such cases, the Commission issues refunds for all the remaining
applicants. In addition to staff and computer time to process payments and issue refunds, there is an additional
expense to issue checks for the applicants who cannot be refunded electronically."
The Commission said that after it provides the required congressional notification, Amateur Radio vanity program
applicants "will no longer be financially burdened with such payments, and the Commission will no longer incur
these administrative costs that exceed the fee payments. The revenue that the Commission would otherwise collect
from these regulatory fee categories will be proportionally assessed on other wireless fee categories."
The FCC said it would not issue refunds to licensees who paid the regulatory fee prior to its elimination.
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Foxhunt
Report

1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob and Mac
2. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA and Janet
DNF Don W9RA

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - May 3, 2015 by
Tony AA9CC w/ Joan KC9QQY
It was a beautiful spring May day and I
decided to hide in a different direction
than usual. I remembered a spot that I
had scoped out a few years back,
unfortunately it was fenced off when we
got there and the secondary spot was also
inaccessible. We drove north to a dead
end street with a path at the end of it. I
walked the area and it seem like a
reasonable spot with a bike trail and an
old rail bead diverging from Bryn Mawr.
We drove around to the east side to set
up, about 2 miles around. I used the new
Octopus antenna atop the fiberglass
masts at 37 feet, it got somehow turned
and was pointing 45 degrees up, which I
fixed around the 5th transmission. The
hunters had a weak signal, so I upped the
power from 5 to 30 watts. Two bats were
flying aerobatic maneuvers in the
twilight around the antenna and up and
down the rail bed. It was a long hunt and
Matt finally found me around 9:30 and
John at 9:45. Don gave up at 9:00,
driving with a south reading out of the
starting lot . The correct reading was 241
degrees. After some confusion we met at
Sally's on Harlem.

Meeting Attendance
Regular Meeting
Salvation Army - Apr 30th, 2015
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If you move, let the
Editor know your new
mailing and email
addresses. It is our way
of getting Mike Shy to
you each time.

Mike WA9FTS
Paul N9LXF
Wanda KC9LRZ
C Fay N9FA
Mike WA9EVF
Dave K9CVI
Paul N9JZY

George W9GFH
Pete WV9P
Lynne N9CBE
Steve K9VO
Jean KB9FXL
Jim AA9DT
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Foxhunt
Report
CFAR 2m Foxhunt - June 6, 2015 by
Mike WA9FTS
Matt KC9SEM got the hunters oﬀ
with a signal to the SW. John and Tom
took North Av west and then south to
Roosevelt. Tony, Marty and Paul and I
took 83 south. We should have taken 88
west but went east and then south to get
on 88. Paul and I got oﬀ at 59 north to
Roosevelt. We got caught east of RR
tracks and went back and forth as did John
and Tom. We went over the tracks to the
west and found Matt and John who was
helping take down the antenna. John was
transmitting and helped us finish the hunt.
We met at Giordono’s on Roosevelt and
Glenn Elynn Rd. Results:
1. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY
2. Marty N9LTE, Janelle, Kayla
3. John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA, Janet
4. Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
DNF Don W9RA

X

Hiding Spot: Google Maps: 41.871213, -88.210421

Another Australian Balloon with a Ham Radio
Payload Circumnavigates Earth
The circumnavigation of another party-type foil balloon from Australia has demonstrated that having one
circle the Southern Hemisphere is no fluke. Andy Nguyen, VK3YT, launched his PS-46 balloon, which
carried an Amateur Radio payload, on May 25. The balloon completed the trip on June 4. Nguyen's earlier
PS-41 balloon was the first such balloon to circle Earth.
"This time it was in the right position -- before arriving in Western Australia -- for the jet stream to push it
over land," Nguyen said. The helium balloons in this series carried a solar-powered 25 mW transmitter which
sent WSPR, JT9, and sometimes Olivia signals on 30 and 20 meters, enabling their tracking and the gathering
of reports on altitude, speed, direction, and battery condition. The PS-46 balloon completed its journey
around the globe in slightly more than 12 days. - Thanks to Jim Linton, VK3PC
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SRO Officers
President
"
Mike Leibovitz
- WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF
Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708.457.0966 Voice
Mike Shy is published 6 times a
year by the Society Radio
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks
before the meeting. Contributions
are welcome & should be sent to
the Editor.

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at
7:30 PM unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check
for exact date & time.
Standing Committees
Membership Program - AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - AA9DT
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day - WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
Picnic - WA9FTS
Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters
In
Out
CFAR (107.2) PL
147.750 147.150
TOOFAR (110.2) PL 223.260 224.860

Repeater Personnel
Trustee - KB9FXL
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD
NW Maintenance
W9JEM
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
WA9AEK
Regular meetings - Salvation Army
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - Jul 29th Location to be determined

Mike Shy
Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor
5127 N. Monterey Dr.
Norridge IL 60706-3245

Dilbert: The Knack
June 11th at the
Salvation Army - Norridge
First Class Mail

