
 

Mike Shy

Volume 73 Number 11 & 12    

Upcoming
Events
 
CFMC Regular 
Meeting - Dec 18th at 
the Edgebrook Field 
House - 8PM - 
Election of Board 
Members for 2014 - 
2015
  

SRO Holiday Party - Dec 11th
at the Edgebrook Field House - 6:30 PM

November/ December 2013    

Celebrate Christmas and Hannukah 
at the SRO Holiday Party. We will 
again have Brown’s Catering deliver 
the food. We will have Italian Beef, 
Crispy Chicken, Baked Beans, Cole 
Slaw, Polish Sausage & Sauerkraut, 
Mostaccioli Marinara, Mini-Cakes, 
Soda - Regular and Diet, Holiday 
Punch

All SRO Members and a guest are 
welcome.

As in the past, the room will be 
decorated with - well - come and find 
out!

Since we have to set up the tables, 
we could use some help and would 
appreciate it if some of the members 
could arrive early.

WCRA Mid-Winter 
Hamfest Sunday 
January 19th at the 
Kane County 
Fairgrounds 525 S 
Randall Rd in St. 
Charles IL

Doors open at 8 AM
VE Testing - Hourly 
Prizes Forums - Free 
Parking
Adv tickets avail at 
SRO and CFMC 
meetings in Dec and 
Jan
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SRO Notes for October 9, 2013 (or: A Hand 
Up)
By Jim Hawes AA9DT 

TONIGHT’S MEETING. Welcome back to 
Prime Minister Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF! May 
your waves be long, short and medium. As 
WWV chimes eight, Mike calls our meeting to 
order. 

TREASURER’S REPORT. Mike Brost WA9FTS 
declares that we have money. This is a good 
time of year for money, as the Hanukkah and 
Christmas party is right around the corner. The 
auction tonight earns $42.33, with the club 
keeping $5.  

hold a pencil or lift a water bottle. Inside the 
hand, strings behave like muscles and 
nerves. By raising his wrist, Leon makes the 
hand grip an object. By lowering his wrist, he 
releases his grasp. 

ROBOHAND. Paul discovered CAD files for 
the new hand at the Robohand.net Web site. 
(See www.robohand.net) He borrowed a 3D 
printer from a friend and printed out parts for 
the hand. Then over a few weeks, Paul and 
Leon assembled and tested the new 
prosthesis.

DEVELOPMENT. As time passes, many 
more children and grownups, too are using 
Robohand products. A YouTube video tells 
how a handicapped man and his associate 
formed the company. The two men met and 
collaborated over the Internet. They live 
thousands of miles apart. One of the men 
was the company’s first customer. The video 
also depicts Robohand users, some of whom 
are small children. One of these kids can 
now catch balls and play sports while 
wearing his prosthesis. If you know anyone 

FATHER MAKES 
PROSTHETIC 
HAND FOR SON. 
Normally when we think of artificial limbs, 
we imagine assistive devices whose 
utility is worth their enormous costs. Yet 
all that may soon change. Paul McCarthy 
of Massachusetts actually printed and 
assembled a prosthetic hand for his son 
Leon. Because the hand design files are 
free, the prosthetic hand only cost Paul 
about $10. Compare that price to 
$30,000, which is typical for 
manufactured prosthetic hands. 
Considering the bargain price, Paul and 
Leon can improve the hand as Leon 
grows.

HOW IT WORKS. Due to low circulation 
in the womb, Leon’s natural hand didn’t 
grow useful fingers. The new prosthetic 
hand has five. With this hand, Leon can 

http://www.robohand.net
http://www.robohand.net
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Foxhunt
Report
 

 CFAR Fox Hunt, October 5th, 2013 by Tony AA9CC

I stumbled across this spot a few years ago when Charlie was hiding 
in an enclosed fenced area on the other side of the water treatment 
plant. I thought of it when I cycled near by this morning. The ground 
was still fairly firm and I was able to drive in. Power was 5 watts 
through 50 feet of RG 8 foam coax, with 2 dB loss gives 3 watts at 

Hiding Spot:
 https://maps.google.com/maps?
daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388
&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,
0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17

the antenna. The antenna was a 2x2 array atop 7 sections of 5 foot green army surplus fiberglass mast. Weather was 
overcast with chance of more rain. John, W9EXW was, as expected, first to find me at 8:51, he seems to do well in 
this area. Following 10 seconds later was Matt, KC9SEM. If Matt won the hunt, he would be tied for first place, and 
would  hide for the next 4 hunts. Don gave up near 33rd street, with reflections to the north. Mike gave up while on 
I294 for the second time, unable to find the road in. Marty and son with friend and Bill decided not to walk in from 
Joilet Rd. Munchies were at Bakers Square across from the Patio on Rt 83.

https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
https://maps.google.com/maps?daddr=41.76452,-87.901816&hl=en&ll=41.763854,-87.900388&spn=0.007274,0.016233&sll=41.76433,-87.901064&sspn=0.001819,0.004058&t=k&mra=mift&mrsp=1&sz=19&z=17
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Meeting Attendance

If you move, let 
the Editor 
know your new 
mailing and 
email 
addresses. It is 
our way of 
getting Mike 
Shy to you each 
time.

2013

 Treasurer’s Report
by Mike WA9FTS

Starting Balance

Income
Auction Inc
Membership Dues
Misc Inc
Transfer Inc
Expenses
Annual Report
Auction Exp
Donation
IRA Dues
Misc Exp
Mike Shy-Postage
Refreshments
SRO Insurance
Web Page
Ending Balance

Jan 1, 2013 to 
Oct 9th, 

2013

$2095.79

$2484.97
$42.33
$725.00
$150.00
$1567.64
$686.16
$10.00
$16.31
$50.00
$12.00
$13.50
$13.80
$55.61

$320.00
$194.94
$3894.60

Edgebrook Field House Oct 9th, 2013
Upcoming SRO Events - 2014
 

Board Meeting - Jan 29th at BQS Realty - 7:30PM

Regular Meeting - Feb 12th at the Edgebrook Field 
House - 8PM

Regular Meeting - Apr 9th at the Edgebrook Field 
House -8PM

Board Meeting - Jul 30th at BQS Realty - 7:30PM

Regular Meeting - Jun 11th at the Edgebrook Field 
House -8PM

Board Meeting - Jul 30th at BQS Realty - 7:30PM

Regular Meeting - Aug 13th at the Edgebrook 
Field House -8PM

Regular Meeting -Oct 8th at the Edgebrook Field 
House -8PM

Message	  from	  the	  
President

	  

Mike WA9FTS
Marc AB9OP
Jean KB9FXL
Cathy KA9ZWZ
Jim AA9DT

Cal WA9KLF
Ken KA9TRG
WA9EVF
WE9X
KB9OOR

KC9LRZ
K9VO
WV9P
Jim Barnard

I want to wish all our members a Very Happy 
Holiday Season. For some of us it is already starting 
to close and some are waiting in 
anticipation of good things to come.
On December 11th we will be having our annual 
holiday party for all our 
members. We will be serving at 7:30, after a short 
meeting to hold elections. I wish to remind our 
members that on the first Thursday of the month the 
CFAR repeater is reserved for the QCWA (Quarter 
Century Wireless Association) Net from 9:30 PM 
till 10:PM or sooner if there are no more 
logins. All are invited to check in, members or not.

Again have a happy season
WA9EVF
Michael Leibovitz
President
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Chicago Marathon
Oct 13th - The Bank of 
America Chicago 
Marathon is one of the largest and 
most 
popular road races in the world.  
Featuring a fast and flat course, it is one 
of the big-5 marathons which comprise 
the World Marathon Majors series, the 
others being London, New York, Boston 
and Berlin marathons. From 4,200 
runners in 1977 to a world class event 
with a record 45,000 registered 
participants and an ever improving elite 
field, the Bank of America Chicago 
Marathon has come a long way. 
Chicago Marathon ranks as the
3rd largest marathon in the world. 

Pictures taken by Tom Stobble KB9AJM

Germs In Your Tank
Once there was a tiger in your tank. Tomorrow, you might have a 
germ in your tank! Korean scientists have discovered a way to 
organically fabricate fuel-grade gasoline. E. coli bacteria make the 
gasoline as a byproduct of digestion. As a starter stock, the bacteria 
can use many different types of biomass. Unlike previous biomass 
conversion processes, the Korean method doesn’t rely on food 
stocks, such as corn or soybeans. 

THE PROCESS. At the Korea Advanced Institute of Science and 
Technology, Professor Lee Sang-yup explains the procedure. It 
takes three steps… First, scientists feed the E. coli some glucose 
from the biomass. The E. coli converts this glucose to fatty acids. In 
the third step, the bacteria make another conversion, this time from 
fatty acids to hydrocarbons. Result: Gas! 

LOOKING FORWARD. For now, the output is small and the amount 
of waste is large. This is a laboratory experiment, after all. Yet the 
professor believes that he and his associates can increase the 
yield. In the future, E. coli could be producing products of all types: 
For example, commercial plastics or industrial chemicals.

(Reference for prosthetic hand story: The Daily Mail, http://
www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-
hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html)

(Reference for E. coli fuel story: IB Times, http://www.ibtimes.com/
scientists-make-gasoline-e-coli-could-be-used-your-car-1412970

WCRA Mid-Winter Hamfest 
Sunday January 19th at the 
Kane County Fairgrounds 525 
S Randall Rd in St. Charles IL

QCWA (Quarter Century Wireless 
Association) Net from 9:30 PM till 
10:PM on CFAR 147.150

http://www.worldmarathonmajors.com/US/about/
http://www.worldmarathonmajors.com/US/about/
http://runinfinity.com/statistics/worlds-largest-marathons
http://runinfinity.com/statistics/worlds-largest-marathons
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2478750/Father-builds-prosthetic-hand-son-3-D-printer-watching-online-DIY-video.html
http://www.ibtimes.com/scientists-make-gasoline-e-coli-could-be-used-your-car-1412970
http://www.ibtimes.com/scientists-make-gasoline-e-coli-could-be-used-your-car-1412970
http://www.ibtimes.com/scientists-make-gasoline-e-coli-could-be-used-your-car-1412970
http://www.ibtimes.com/scientists-make-gasoline-e-coli-could-be-used-your-car-1412970
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Foxhunt
Report
 

CFAR Foxhunt - Nov 2nd, 2013 - by John WD9EXW

We were here, about 10.5 miles away. Running 35 watts to vertical tape 
beam @ 12'.  All hunters heard us.
The street is not on google map yet since it is a new subdivision.
It wasn't intended to be muddy but some of the hunters chose a muddy 
route in the dark.

https://maps.google.com/maps?
saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll
=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--
g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
 
The munch was at The Burger Joint which was a new spot on Roosevelt Rd.  It was a food court type place with  
Connie’s Pizza & Oberweiss Dairy.  Some hunters enjoyed an ice cream or shake.

Results:
Fox John WD9EXW, Tom N9CBA - later joined by Janet and Matt
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob and Mackenzie - 8:35PM
2. Bill, John, Max and Taylor - 8:39PM
3. Tony AA9CC, Joan KC9QQY - 8:50PM
4. Mike WA9FTS - 8:52PM
5. Don W9RA - 9:00PM

https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
https://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=IL-83+S&daddr=41.881368,+-88.147067&hl=en&ll=41.879531,-88.110523&spn=0.112984,0.162907&sll=41.894227,-87.956758&sspn=0.01412,0.020363&geocode=FQM5fwIdkszB-g%3BFRgPfwIdhfu--g&t=h&mra=dme&mrsp=0&sz=16&z=13
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Repeater Etiquette
 

• If you have questions about the use of the repeaters, please ask. FCC Part 97 rules apply AT ALL TIMES. 
• Listen for at least 10 seconds before transmitting to be sure the repeater is not already in use or ask "Is the repeater in use?". 
•  The repeater does not have a timer. However, long transmissions are not recommended. Keep them short - one to two 

minutes at the longest.  Give someone a chance to check in or respond to what you said. WAIT for the repeater to drop 
before transmitting. 

• If you wish to join a conversation in progress, wait until the end of a transmission and give your call sign promptly. There is 
a short delay between the end of a transmission and the repeater drop. Stations already in conversation wait for the repeater 
to drop before transmitting. 

• If you need access to the repeater for an emergency transmission, say "EMERGENCY" and give your call sign when you 
break into an ongoing conversation. 

• Do not use "break" or "break break" since they have special meaning for most operators and usage varies around the U.S. 
Use "EMERGENCY" or your call sign. 

• Always allow a breaking station to transmit immediately. Allow a station an opportunity to report emergencies or ask 
for directions or other assistance. This is particularly important during commuting periods and periods of bad weather when 
the need for emergency assistance calls are most likely. 

• Avoid business talk (FCC Part 97 rules). When in doubt, DON'T. 
• Remember Amateur frequencies are not private lines - what you say on the repeater can and will be heard by many people 

(including the FCC). Always assume you have an audience. 
• Do not say things that may offend others who may be listening. Be circumspect in discussing private personal family affairs 

on the repeater. Do not "advertise" your house will be unoccupied during vacations, etc. 
• The repeater gives its own ID. You must also identify your station by giving your call sign every 10 minutes during a 

conversation and at the end of your participation. You do not have to identify the other stations nor do you have to identify 
yourself with every transmission. 

• Monitor the repeater. Members or visitors may call for assistance. Visitors may just want a friendly conversation on the way 
through the Chicago area. 

• If you hear what you believe to be deliberate interference, do not attempt to communicate with the interfering station. 
Switch to the repeater input frequency and, if you can hear the signal, record the following information for use in locating 
the source: 

1. signal strength 

2. your location 

3. date and time 

4. your antenna and receiver 

5. and characteristics of the RF, audio or voice that might help in identification 

6. direction if it an be determined

Report the information to a member of the Board of Directors or the Club Officers. 
• Do not discuss interference incidents on the air. 
• While the repeater pairs are exclusive in this area, there may be times when other repeaters may be heard. Propagation 

conditions are occasionally such that we will hear output signals from other repeaters. The input signals from stations in 
other repeater service areas will sometimes bring up our repeater. Our use of the minimum power necessary to access our 
repeater will help minimize interference with our neighbors. Be tolerant of the annoyances resulting from these unusual 
conditions. 



  #

Mike Shy
Mike Brost - WA9FTS - Editor

5127 N. Monterey Dr.

Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Jim Quinn - K9JQ
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708.457.0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Edgebrook Field House second 
Wednesday of even months at 8 PM  
unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy.

Standing Committees
Membership - K9JQ
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - AA9DT
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
Picnic - WA9FTS
Dinner/Play - Open for 2013
Christmas / Hanukkah Party -
      WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee - K9JQ
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
WA9FPT 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
WA9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Edgebrook 
Field House - 6100 N Central Av 
Chicago IL 
Board Meetings - Every 5th Wed - 
7:30 PM - BQS Realty - 6023 N 
Cicero Av Chicago IL

SRO Holiday Party
Dec 11th - 6:30PM 

at the
Edgebrook Field 

mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net
mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net
http://www.w9sro.org/
http://www.w9sro.org/

