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Fall Auction
Oct 8th at the Salvation Army - Norridge - 7:30 - 9:00 PM

It is amazing hope quickly the year has past. The fall auction is right around the corner. 
The auction will be on Oct 8th (Thurs) at the Salvation Army at Foster and Cumberland 
(IL171). As usual, there will be an assortment of good stuff to auction off - and the prices 
will be friendly. Bring something to add to the list of items and bring a friend. All are 
welcome. 

President’s MessagePresidents Message;
This past Wednesday September the board of SRO met at WA9FTS's house. We discussed different facets of 
the club. We are financially solid, and secure. The repeater is working well, just recently John W9IQF and 
Ken WA9AEK worked on the receive sites and links. The past weekend I took a trip to Princeton IL. and the 
reports from the people I was talking with was I was full quieting most of the time. In some low spots along 
I88 I was having trouble hearing the system, but I was still making it in. I did not have trouble hitting the 
Lisle site until I got off at exit 56 ( 56 miles from Iowa). I invite you to try and see how well it works.
Our next meeting will be the last auction for this year and we need your participation in both bring things to 
sell and buying others items.
We are exploring venues for the holiday party in December as last years location is no longer in business. 
More information to follow.
See at the Auction    Mike WA9EVF

Wes Shum 
W9DYV - 
Silent Key

I have learned that Wes W9DYV passed 
away recently. Wes helped introduce SSB 
to ham radio via Central Electronics. He 
was a long time member of SRO. Wes 
was 92. To the right is a photo of Wes 
and his wife Marge K9EMP. To see all 
Wes contributed to ham radio, look up 
his name and you will be amazed at what 
you find.
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TREASURER’S REPORT. According to our Chancellor of the Exchequer Mike Brost WA9FTS, RTO, the club is 
solvent. At the next general meeting, Mike will report the latest details.
 
AUCTION. Our next meeting in October will include the famous, all-you-can-buy, all-you-can-sell SRO fall auction. 
Bring junk! Bring friends with money! Bring money! Bring lots of money! Bring obscene amounts of money! (There’s 
no charge for bringing money. Just check it with Mike Brost when you arrive.)

NEW BUSINESS. The Chicago Marathon will use the CFAR repeater on October 11. 

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM. I had scheduled a program about the history of the Chicago’s Maxwell Street, a street 
market of worldwide renown. This was a broadcast that I recorded off PBS a few years back. The program traces 
the history of the trading zone and its later decline. Demolition followed, making way for an expansion of the 
University of Illinois campus at Chicago Circle. 

ABOUT MAXWELL STREET. During its heyday, Maxwell Street was also the cradle for Ora-Nelle Records. Ora-
Nelle was a classic blues recording label. The company literally started on the street. Musicians powered their 
electric guitar amps (some homemade) from extension cords from the sidewalk to stores. (Of course these artists 
are SRO members.)

WINDOWS 10. Next, a tragic and disgustingly unfortunate event, both for ham radio and Chicago history 
transpires: Due to causes from the Deep Green and Great Unknown, I forget to bring my Maxwell Street video. For 
CFAR users across the Milky Way (and nearer to Norridge), Mike Leibovitz saves the day. He presents a 
stupendous walk-through of the new Windows 10 operating system. Our summary follows.

UPGRADE. The Windows 10 upgrade is available for Windows 8 and Windows 8.1. (Version 8.1 is for touch screen 
PCs.) The download is long. (Moisten that string to the network jack.) Mike discovered that the custom installation 
is difficult to find. On that option, MS made the type small and gray.

RETURN OF START WINDOW. At last! Despite its small Metro interface, the new Windows has a Start menu. 
(Now Microsoft is calling its unloved Metro Interface the “Start Screen.” A user can banish the ugly tiles. One can 
switch between the classic Start Menu and the “Start Screen.” 

OFFICE 10 still runs Outlook on the local PC. On the other hand, Office 2013 will be on the cloud. MS Edge 
replaces Internet Explorer. Edge isn’t as good as the classic shell. There is no anti-spam software! Also, Edge can’t 
print documents. Mike turned off Cortina (a second-banana Siri). Cortina requires cloud access and has long time 
lags.

# # # WA9EVF RECOMMENDS THIRD-PARTY APPS # # #
+ Instead of Outlook email, use Thunderbird. (Download at: https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/thunderbird/)
+ Use VLC (VideoLAN) media player. Download at: http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-windows.html
+ Office replacement: Apache Open Office. Download at: https://www.openoffice.org/download/)
+ Office replacement: WPS Office (See http://wps.com/)
+ Back up with the weirdly named “Easeus todo-backup”. Download at: http://www.todo-backup.com/
+ Replacement classic shell. Download at: www.classicshell.net.

SRO Notes for August 13, 2015 (Or: Glazing new windows)
By Jim Hawes AA9DT 

TONIGHT’S MEETING commences as the Tardis lands in a 
nondescript meeting room at the Citadel. We imminently 
expect Dr. Who. He is, somewhat implausibly, an SRO member 
from before the conception of SRO. Yet as the Tardis door 
opens, out steps President Mike Leibovitz WA9EVF. The 
meeting begins on schedule at 7 p.m. local Earth space-time.  

For this moment, there is no galactic imperative on file. The Time Lord Society on Gallifrey maintains these files. 
Lacking ours, we proceed under provisional authority of the grant for our solar system. This grant will be up for 
review in 25.2 thousand standard Earth years.

https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/thunderbird/
https://www.mozilla.org/en-US/thunderbird/
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-windows.html
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/download-windows.html
https://www.openoffice.org/download/
https://www.openoffice.org/download/
http://wps.com
http://wps.com
http://www.todo-backup.com
http://www.todo-backup.com
http://www.classicshell.net
http://www.classicshell.net
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Foxhunt
Report

CFAR 2M Foxhunt - Sept 5, 2015 by Mike WA9FTS - Info from 
Tom N9CBA
Tom N9CBA and John WD9EXW started the hunter off with a 
signal to the SE. Matt and Patty took 290 east and we followed. 
Paul and I got off at  Harlem following a heading we only got at 
the starting point. We could not hear at this point; others could 
hear as well as listeners of the hunt. Matt and Patty found the fox 

later that we turned north on 171 at Cermak before the hunt was won and it was less that a mile away 
from the hiding spot. We could not hear so we could not find them. The problem remains a mystery. 
Results:
1. Matt KC9SEM, Patty N9PLS, Jacob, Mac
DNF Mike WA9FTS, Paul N9LXF
DNF Don W9RA

Hiding Spot: Google Maps:
41.912591, -87.864581

X
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Project 'Red Dragon': Mars Sample-Return Mission 
Could Launch in 2022 with SpaceX Capsule

SpaceX's Dragon capsule – now in use to resupply the International Space Station – could be modified to 
perform a Mars sample-return mission, researchers say.
Credit: SpaceX

Scientists have blueprinted a low-cost Mars sample-return mission that would use a souped-up Dragon 
capsule from the private spacefligth company SpaceX and the firm's planned Falcon Heavy rocket to get to 
the Red Planet by the early 2020s.

The new study demonstrates the viability of the entry, descent and landing of the unmanned Dragon space 
capsule at Mars. Moreover, the spacecraft's descent technique would help set the stage for future human 
missions to the Red Planet, researchers said.

The idea is to leverage emerging commercial capabilities to achieve Mars sample-return (MSR) without 
breaking the bank, perhaps in 2022. Most scientists regard a sample-return trip as a "Holy Grail" mission — 
the best way to look for signs of past or present life on the Red Planet. [See more photos of a potental Red 
Dragon mission to Mars with SpaceX gear]

For the last few years, more than a dozen experts engaged in the appraisal, which was undertaken as an 
internal study at NASA's Ames Research Center in Moffett Field, Calif. They detailed the results at the 
Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 2014 Aerospace Conference, held March 1-8 in Big 
Sky, Mont.

http://www.space.com/12033-spacex-dragon-space-capsule-infographic.html
http://www.space.com/12033-spacex-dragon-space-capsule-infographic.html
http://www.space.com/12033-spacex-dragon-space-capsule-infographic.html
http://www.space.com/12033-spacex-dragon-space-capsule-infographic.html
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html#
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html#
http://www.space.com/24982-red-dragon-mars-sample-return-images.html
http://www.space.com/24982-red-dragon-mars-sample-return-images.html
http://www.space.com/24982-red-dragon-mars-sample-return-images.html
http://www.space.com/24982-red-dragon-mars-sample-return-images.html
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 Meeting Attendance Regular Meeting
Salvation Army - Aug 13th, 2015

If you move, let the 
Editor know your new 
mailing and email 
addresses. It is our way 
of getting Mike Shy to 
you each time.

2015
SRO Fall Auction
Don’t forget the fall auction. It will be 
at the Salvation Army in Norridge on 
Oct 8th. Bring something to auction off 
and bring a friend.

A Red Dragon study team blueprinted a Mars 
sample-return mission architecture based on the use 
of SpaceX's Dragon capsule and Falcon Heavy 
booster.
Credit: NASA Ames Research Center/Red Dragon 
Internal Study Team

Digging deep

Scientists at NASA Ames have long been interested 
in drilling deeply into the subsurface environment of 
Mars, hoping to drill down 6.5 feet (2 meters) or 
more, said Lawrence Lemke, a senior engineer in 
the Mission Design Division at Ames.

http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-
mission-red-dragon.html

Such digging capability would enable investigation 
of the habitability of that zone for past or existing 
Mars life, Lemke said.

"Big Mars landers would ease the problem of landing 
and operating deep robotic drills," he told Space.com.

Lemke contributed to the sample-return study, 
specializing in entry, descent and landing of a Space 
Exploration Technologies (SpaceX) Dragon capsule 
on Mars.

Dragon currently serves as a commercial cargo 
spacecraft, delivering supplies and scientific 
experiments to the International Space Station for 
NASA. Under a $1.6 billion deal with the space 
agency, Dragon will make 12 unmanned supply runs 
to the orbiting lab, two of which the company has 
already completed.

To see the complete article, go to:

Mike WA9FTS
Wanda KC9LRZ
George W9GFH
Pete WV9P

Jean KB9FXL
Jim AA9DT
Mike WA9EVF

CFAR Oct Hunt
Results will be in the next issue. The fox is Matt 
KC9SEM and Patty N9PLS.

http://www.space.com/47-mars-the-red-planet-fourth-planet-from-the-sun.html
http://www.space.com/47-mars-the-red-planet-fourth-planet-from-the-sun.html
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html
http://www.space.com/17135-life-on-mars.html
http://www.space.com/17135-life-on-mars.html
http://Space.com/
http://Space.com/
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html#
http://www.space.com/24984-spacex-mars-mission-red-dragon.html#
http://www.space.com/18853-spacex.html
http://www.space.com/18853-spacex.html
http://www.space.com/16748-international-space-station.html
http://www.space.com/16748-international-space-station.html
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5127 N. Monterey Dr.

Norridge IL 60706-3245

First Class Mail

SRO Officers
President
Mike Leibovitz - WA9EVF
Vice President
Jean Pressel - KB9FXL
Secretary
Jim Hawes - AA9DT
Treasurer
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Directors
Don Moriarty - W9RA
Jon Tammen - K9IQF

Mike Shy Staff
Editor/Circ. Mgr.
Mike Brost - WA9FTS
E-Mail: mikeb2006@comcast.net
708.457.0966 Voice

Regular Meeting Place
Salvation Army every even month at 
7:30 PM  unless other-wise indicated
in Mike Shy and SRO web site. Check 
for exact date & time.

Standing Committees
Membership -  
Program -  AA9DT
Meeting Refresh. - AA9DT
Foxhunting - WA9FTS
Repeater - K9IQF
Field Day -  WA9EVF
Education - WA9EVF
Mike Shy - WA9FTS
Picnic - WA9FTS
Christmas / Hanukkah Party - WA9EVF
Webmaster - WA9FTS

Repeater Personnel
Trustee -  To be determined
CFAR Chairman - K9IQF
Site Maintenance
K9IQF, W9RA & W9BEA
Control Operators
K9IQF, TBD 
NW Maintenance
W9JEM 
Northeast Maintenance
K9IQF & TBD
Lisle Maintenance
WA9AEK

SRO Web Site
www.w9sro.org
Mike Brost - WA9FTS

SRO Repeaters
CFAR (107.2) PL
TOOFAR (110.2) PL

In             Out
147.750   147.150
223.260   224.860

Mike Shy is published 6 times a 
year by the Society Radio 
Operators. Deadline is 2 weeks 
before the meeting. Contributions 
are welcome & should be sent to 
the Editor.

Regular meetings - Salvation Army 
- 8354 W Foster Av, Norridge
Board Meetings - To be announced

Fall SRO Auction
Oct 8th 7:30 PM at the
Salvation Army - Norridge

mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net
mailto:mikeb2006@comcast.net
http://www.w9sro.org/
http://www.w9sro.org/

